
ples here in case, peradventure, there may 
be those present who have not thought or 
reflected properly upon the subject. The 
Melchizedek Priesthood, we are told by 
Paul, is without beginning of days or end 
of years. He speaks of Melchizedek as a 
man, “Without father, without mother, 
without descent.” Now, he would be a 
very singular man, according to our idea 
of things, without father or mother, with-
out beginning of days or end of years, but 
it was the priesthood of which he spake 
in contradistinction to the priesthood of 
Aaron. He was then among the Jews. The 
Jews believed in the Aaronic priesthood; 
but they knew very little or nothing about 
the Melchizedek priesthood, and a man 
to be a priest of Aaron must be a literal 
descendant of Aaron, and of the tribe of 
Levi, and he must be able to prove his 
lineage from the records. But in contra-
distinction to this priesthood there was 
the priesthood of Melchizedek, hence we 
come to account for some of these things 
of which I have been speaking. And now 
I will go a little further in regard to this 
matter. I find, for instance, a man by the 
name of Moses who lived at a certain 
time to whom I have referred. I find an-
other man by the name of Elijah, who 
was a great prophet and who had great 
power with God, among other things in 
controlling the elements, in shutting up 
the heavens and in again opening them 
by his prayer of faith under certain cir-
cumstances, which it is not necessary for 
us now to enter into. We find that when 
Jesus was here upon the earth he as-
cended a mount with his disciples, Peter, 
James and John, and there appeared unto  
them Moses and Elias, in great glory. 
Peter, turning to Jesus, said, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us

make here three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” 
Now then, the question arises, What was 
Moses doing here? What was Elias do-
ing here? Where had they come from? 
Why, they had the Gospel. The Gospel is 
an everlasting Gospel as spoken of in the 
Scriptures, and associated with that Gospel 
is the priesthood that administers in time 
and in eternity. And Moses, who had led 
the children of Israel out of the land of 
Egypt, and had conversed with God and 
given the law of the Lord unto the people, 
with Elias the prophet, who was also a man 
of God—the Melchizedek priesthood, 
which held the keys of the mysteries of 
God, and it ministers in time and in eter-
nity. Both of these men had ministered on 
the earth, and, holding that priesthood in 
the heavens they came to minister to Jesus, 
and to Peter, James and John, upon the 
earth. There is nothing very remarkable 
about that.

We come again to John on the Isle 
of Patmos, where he had been banished 
because of his religion. I do not know 
whether he was a practical polygamist or 
not; but his religion was very much op-
posed to the ideas and theories of the 
people in that day. He was a Christian 
and he dared to fear God and keep his 
commandments, and they banished him 
to the Isle of Patmos, that he might la-
bor amongst the slaves there in the lead 
mines. But while there, being in posses-
sion of the light, the truth, the intelli-
gence and revelation that proceeded from 
God, he gazed upon the purposes of God 
as they should roll forth in a subsequent 
period of time, and he contemplated the 
position of man in the various ages of the 
world unto the time that the heavens and 
the earth should pass away; when there
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