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should "be a new heaven and a new earth

whereon dwelt righteousness." He gazed

upon all these things and fell down at

the feet of the angel to worship him,

whereupon the angel said, "See thou do

it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of

thy brethren that have the testimony of

Jesus: worship God: for the testimony

of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." In

other words: "I was like you once, on the

earth, persecuted, cast out, condemned,

despised, had every kind of opprobrium

and approach cast upon me; wandered

about in sheepskins and goatskins, des-

titute, afflicted, tormented; wandered

in deserts and mountains, and dwelt

in dens and caves of the earth. I am

one of thy fellowservants the prophets,

I have fought the good fight, finished

my course, I have kept the faith, I was

true to my covenants, my God, and my

priesthood, and I come now to minis-

ter to you." Again who more likely than

Mormon and Nephi, and some of those

prophets who had ministered to the peo-

ple upon this continent, under the influ-

ence of the same Gospel, to operate again

as its representatives? Who more likely

than those who had officiated in the holy

Melchizedek priesthood to administer to

Joseph Smith and reveal unto him the

great principles which were developed?

Now, then, what has he revealed?

Anything new? Why, yes; a new

Gospel; but an everlasting Gospel. What

is it that John said he saw? "I

saw another angel fly in the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting gospel

to preach unto them that dwell on the

earth, and to every nation, and kin-

dred, and tongue, and people, Saying

with a loud voice, Fear God, and give

glory to him; for the hour of his judg-

ment is come." Did John see that among

other things? Has it come to pass? Yes,

it has, "And in thee shall all the fami-

lies of the earth be blessed." Who was

Joseph Smith? The Book of Mormon tells

us he was of the seed of Joseph that was

sold into Egypt, and hence he was se-

lected as Abraham was to fulfil a work

upon the earth. God chose this young

man. He was ignorant of letters as the

world has it, but the most profoundly

learned and intelligent man that I ever

met in my life, and I have traveled hun-

dreds of thousands of miles, been on dif-

ferent continents and mingled among all

classes and creeds of people, yet I have

never met a man so intelligent as he was.

And where did he get his intelligence

from? Not from books; not from the logic

or science or philosophy of the day, but

he obtained it through the revelation of

God made known to him through the

medium of the everlasting Gospel. Now

people who are ignorant of these things

are ready to point the finger of scorn,

and heap contumely and reproach upon

him and upon others who dare have the

hardihood, as they say, to express the

same kind of sentiments that he did. I

dare do it! I have done it among the

nations of the earth, and dare do it to-

day before any man or any set of men

that the world can produce, and I defy

them to successfully controvert or over-

turn any principle that God has revealed

through the Gospel of the Son of God in

these last days!

But could Joseph Smith help being

selected of God? There is, to say the

least of it, an intelligence displayed that

the world knows nothing of. Is that

to be despised? Is that to be regret-

ted? Was he the enemy of man? No;

no more than Abraham was; no more

than the prophets were; no more than Je-

sus was; but could Abraham, or the pro-


