HOW A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS OBTAINED, ETC.

ages. Did they prosecute and persecute
men in former ages? They did. Why? Was
it because they were wicked and corrupt?
No; it was because they dared to tell a cor-
rupt world that God had spoken, that light
and truth had been revealed from heaven,
that the Son of God had appeared and that
if they would repent of their sins and be
baptized for the remission of them, they
should receive the Holy Ghost, that should
take of the things of God and show them
unto them. That was the doctrine they
taught; that is the doctrine that we teach.
Is there anything very remarkable about
it? Yes, very remarkable. Is there a people
that dare say what the Elders of the Latter-
day Saints dare say to the world? I think
not. What have these elders done, many
of whom are here? Gone to the ends of the
earth without purse or scrip proclaiming
the Gospel of the Son of God. And what
did they tell the people to do? To repent
and be baptized for the remission of their
sins and to have hands laid upon them for
the reception of the Holy Ghost; and you
do the same; you baptize them when they
believe in the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost. And what
does a name mean? Power and author-
ity. Supposing a man was to come here
as Governor or Secretary, or holding any
other office under the government of the
United States; he comes in the name of
the United States, or by the power or au-
thority of the United States, does he not?
Yes. But supposing some of you were to
set up here as Governor, they would want
to see your credentials and know by what
authority you came here and whether you
were appointed by the legitimate authori-
ties of the United States or not. If not,
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they would pay no attention to you; they
would look upon you as a very common-
place, foolish individual, and moreover,
they would also look upon you as a fraud.
Well, then, if God does not send men, of
course they cannot act under the authority
of God; if they do, they act fraudulently.
Now, how can men go in the name of God
when they tell you that God has never spo-
ken for the last eighteen hundred years,
and that he does not now reveal himself?
That being the case, how then can they go
forth in the name of God? I do not know;
it is a mystery to me; these people possess
some mysteries which I cannot fathom,
and that is one of them. I know of only
three ways of obtaining authority of that
kind—one is by lineal descent, another
by writing, and a third by speaking. Now,
then, if we can find no record among the
people who profess to teach in the name
of God, and they do not profess to have
a lineal descent, and they even hold that
God has not spoken for eighteen hun-
dred years—they place themselves in a
very awkward position. But when you
come to understand, to fully comprehend
the priesthood held by our forefathers,
you can see by what authority the Holy
priesthood is conferred upon you. Well,
then, where did you get this authority
from—from the world? No, the world did
not have it to give, and consequently you
could not get it from them; and if God
has not spoken, if the angel of God has
not appeared to Joseph Smith, and if these
things are not true of which we speak,
then the whole thing is an imposture
from beginning to end. There is no half-
way house, no middle path about the
matter; it is either one thing or the other.
Now you go forth to the nations of the
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