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earth in the name of the Lord, I ap-

peal to you elders, you contradict me if

you can—and when people believe and

have been baptized, you lay your hands

upon them in the name of the Lord, and

you say unto them, "Receive ye the Holy

Ghost," and they receive it, do they not?

They do, and you are my witnesses of

that. And what does the Holy Ghost

do? It takes of the things of God and

shews them unto us. Can we conceive

of a greater principle, of one more majes-

tic, and grand, and noble, and exalted?

What is man? A poor feeble worm of the

earth, going forth in the name of God

to call upon the human family to repent

and be baptized for a remission of their

sins, and after the name of God, he lays

his hands upon their head, for the re-

ception of the Holy Ghost. Who gives

it? God, and it is the greatest evidence

that exists upon the face of the whole

earth; no men anywhere have an evi-

dence like that which is given from the

Almighty. It did not come from us, it

did not come from Joseph Smith, though

he was the medium through which those

things were communicated; it did not

come from Brigham Young, it did not

come from me or any other individual;

it comes as the free gift of God accord-

ing to the eternal laws of the everlasting

Gospel.

Now, then, here we are. We find our-

selves in this position, having entered

into these principles, we believe in them

and are willing to be governed by them.

The Lord, however, has revealed

many other great and important prin-

ciples to us, and among these the eter-

nal covenant between man and woman.

Did Joseph reveal that principle? Yes, he

did. Do you know it? Yes, I do know

it; if nobody else knows it, I do. Did

he tell you of it? Yes, he did; but I have

had other manifestations besides that,

and therefore I know of what I speak,

and I know the principle is of God. Now

there are some people who tell us we are

very wicked. Are we? Why, yes, in many

respects we are. But not in that! Not

in that! Not in that! Are we careless?

Are we indifferent? Are we covetous? Do

we love the world more than we ought

to do, and allow our minds, our feelings

and affections to be carried away by the

transitory things of time and sense? Yes,

yes, to our shame, in many instances, be

it spoken; this is true. Do we violate in

many instances the great principles that

God has revealed? We do, to our shame

be it spoken, many of us; but we do not

violate the law of God nor the laws of

chastity in that thing. Well, what are

we to do? God has revealed a principle

to us; do we know it? Yes. Do I know

it? Yes. Do you? Yes, yes, a very great

many of you that are here and hear me

speak know it. But does the Congress

of the United States know it? No. Does

the Supreme court know it? No; they

cannot know of the things of God but by

the Spirit of God. Do they know any-

thing about eternal relationship and per-

petuity in the eternal world? No, they

do not, they are ignorant of the prin-

ciple, they know nothing about it, and

we did not until it was revealed to us.

Now, then, what is to be done? They

place us in a position like this; God says

this is an eternal law associated with

the eternal perpetuity of lives in time

and throughout the eternities that are

to come; that a man having a wife must

have her sealed to him for time and for

all eternity. Why, long ago we have heard

of a religion to live by but none to die


