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after page, of many portions of the Book of
Mormon, and could do it just as well, with
the Book closed or laid to one side, as I
could with the Book open; and I have con-
tinued to read it from that day down to the
present, without finding one contradiction
in the book. I have read the comments, I
have read the writings of our greatest op-
posers who have undertaken to examine
the book from the beginning to the end.
I have tried to follow their arguments, in
relation to the contents of this book, but I
have never unto the present day—and it is
forty-nine years since I became acquainted
therewith—Dbeen able to find one contra-
diction in the whole work.

Can we say as much concerning the
Jewish Bible in the present state of its ex-
istence? What is the great fault found by
the opposers to the Jewish Bible? The in-
fidel says, “We do not believe it, because
it apparently contradicts itself in doctrine,
in history, and in many other portions.”
And the Christian undertakes to read it,
he undertakes to show that these are not
contradictions; but with the arguments of
the Christian on the one side, and the infi-
dels on the other, in relation to the Bible,
it is confessed by the generality of mankind
that there are many contradictions, not
original contradictions, but contradictions
that have been introduced into the record
since it was originally given—introduced
by the wisdom of man, or rather by the
wickedness of man. But does the Book of
Mormon contradict the teachings of the
present day? Yes. There is a great differ-
ence between the Book of Mormon and
modern Christian religion; but there is no
difference between that book and ancient
Christianity. We may hunt the wide world
over, amongst some 400 millions of Chris-
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tians, so called, and search deeply for a
complete, and good, and thorough un-
derstanding of their doctrines, and when
we have made ourselves thoroughly ac-
quainted with them, take up the Book of
Mormon, compare their doctrines with
this Bible of ancient America, and there
is a great difference, a fundamental dif-
ference, not a trifling difference, but a
difference that lies at the foundation. It
is the same when we come to compare
these modern doctrines of Christendom
with the doctrine taught in the New
Testament. Where can we find a man
who can reconcile the two? Or the thou-
sand if you please? Who is able to show
that the New Testament proves and sets
forth clearly the ancient doctrine of the
Gospel? There may be now and then an
item which each denomination has in
accordance with the New Testament;
but where is the authority which lies at
the foundation of Christianity? Where
is the man among all these 400 millions
of Christians that is a revelator, that is a
prophet, or is inspired of God? He cannot
be found and yet the ancient Christianity,
recorded in the Bible advocates that great
gift as one that lies at the foundation of
Christianity. Christianity is built upon
it, built upon Jesus, who was the great
revelator of the Church, and built upon
apostles who were also revelators, as well
as Jesus, and who received their revela-
tions by the gift and power of the Holy
Ghost, by inspiration as men of God.
Can you find such an order of things in
Christendom? Do any profess to have
these gifts? They say that they are un-
necessary; they say that these gifts were
intended for the first age of Christianity,
but when Christianity was once estab-

lished these high gifts were no longer
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