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not know is true." But when a person
has a knowledge, as I have, of the divin-
ity of this work—having this revealed to
me when I was but a beardless boy—I
hope never to be brought in that condi-
tion, where the trial will be upon me, but
should it come I hope to be able to lift up
my hands to high heaven, and say, "Oh
Lord enable me to endure the trials and
afflictions that may come, that I may be
faithful unto death."

Am I the only one that feels in this
way, among the Later-day Saints? Are
there no other persons that have this
knowledge, excepting your humble ser-
vant? Yes, there are scores of thou-
sands, if they testify the truth, and
I have no reason to think that they
would falsify their word; scores of thou-
sands who know as well as they know
they have an existence, that the Book
of Mormon is a divine record; that the
Bible is a divine record; that the revela-
tions given through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, published in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, are divine; they know it.
Would they be willing to suffer martyr-
dom? I think they would. There might
be individual cases, as in ancient times,
where they might reject the truth, lose
their hopes of salvation, to save their
temporal lives; but take the great mass
of this people, they would be willing to
lay down their lives, or be burned at the
stake before they would reject their reli-
gion.

How kind, how good was our Heav-
enly Father, before the rise of this
Church, after he had inspired this boy
to translate these records; how good
it was to send an angel from heaven
to three other persons, namely: David
Whitmer, Martin Harris and Oliver Cow-
dery, Joseph Smith being with them
on the occasion. The angel descended
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from heaven, clothed with light and
glory, and, taking these records in his
hands, turned them over leaf after leaf,
showing to these three other men, be-
sides the translator, the engravings on
the plates. How kind this was. A Church
was to be raised up. The Lord was will-
ing that they should have all the ev-
idence that they could reasonably ask
for, before even the first branch of the
Church was organized. Did he conde-
scend, in many of the past ages of the
world, to do so much for the different
generations that have lived, as he has
done for the present generation? Look
at the days of Noah. He had a message
to deliver—a message that affected the
human family. He had to tell the peo-
ple that were living around him that God
had spoken. "And what has God said?"
He has told me that because of your
wickedness he will send the floods upon
you. He will break up the foundations of
the great deep, he will open the windows
from on high and he will pour out the
floods upon these nations and they will
be swept away root and branch, except
a few that will believe in my message,
and come into the ark that I am build-
ing. How many witnesses did God raise
up then? I expect he must have revealed
himself to the sons of Noah, as well as to
Noah. That would be but four witnesses;
but we have no account that the Lord re-
vealed himself to these three sons. They,
however, believed the testimony of their
father; whether they knew it or not we
do not know. At any rate their faith was
sufficiently strong to cause them to la-
bor with the old man, and they labored
along year after year, weary no doubt,
in forming the timbers of this huge ark
or vessel. Finally they got it fixed to-
gether, and the beasts of the field—that



