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and to some it is given to know in some

other way. The Lord has promised that

if I will repent, if you will repent, if

the people of the United States will re-

pent, if the people of all the nations

of the earth will repent, turn unto him

and obey his commandments that they

should receive the Holy Ghost. Will that

give us a knowledge as clear, as definite,

as pointed as could be revealed by the

ministration of angels? Yes.

Supposing now that I were a natural

man, never had received the Holy Ghost.

Supposing that a person should come

and testify to me that he had received

the Holy Ghost, that he had received

Heavenly visions that the Lord had sent

angels to him, what would I know about

it? What would I know about the Holy

Spirit, if I never had received it? No man

can discern the things of God, but by the

Spirit of God; so says the Apostle Paul

to the Corinthians. It is impossible for

the natural man to know the things of

God, and if I were a natural man, and

had never partaken of the Holy Ghost I

might hear a cloud of witnesses testify-

ing to what they had received. I might

say, "Well you seem a sincere people, you

seem to be honest in your declarations,

you say you have had the visitation of an-

gels, you say you had heavenly visions,

you say the Holy Ghost has been poured

out upon you, but I have never received

these things as a natural man." Now

what reason would there be to condemn

me on the great judgment day, if I re-

jected their testimony? They would tell

me that I might be put in communica-

tion with the heavens the same as they.

They might tell me that on certain con-

ditions, I might obtain the Holy Ghost,

as well as they, if I would only exercise

sufficient faith, to repent of my sins

and to be baptized for a remission of

them, and to have the servants of God

lay their hands upon my head for the

reception of the Holy Ghost; that if I

would enter into a covenant with the

Most High God, to obey his command-

ments and to call upon his name in faith,

and to exercise faith before him—I ex-

pect if I did not do all these things, that

all this cloud of witnesses that I have

named, would stand up on the day of

judgment and would condemn me. But

if I would exercise faith though I had

no knowledge, and would obey the com-

mandments, would be obedient to the

principles, and then I received for myself

the testimony, I should then be depen-

dent neither upon David Whitmer, Mar-

tin Harris nor Oliver Cowdery, Joseph

Smith, nor any of the twelve witnesses

that saw the plates, nor any other man

living on the whole earth. I could then

say, "Oh Lord, my God, thou hast ful-

filled thy promise which thou hast made.

Thou hast said if I would repent and be

baptized I would receive such and such

blessings. They have been given unto

me, and now I know that thy word is

true." And from that forth I could be a

witness myself, but before that I could

not be a witness.

Are the ministers of the different de-

nominations of this day, who have never

had the spirit of revelation upon them—

are they competent witnesses of God to

stand before this generation and declare

the things of God? No. Can they stand

up in the great judgment day and con-

demn any of this generation to whom

they have preached? No. Why not? From

the very fact that they are not witnesses.

They can tell what the ancients say, how

the ancients became witnesses, but they

themselves have not an experience in


