THE BOOK OF MORMON, ETC.

these things, and therefore, God has
not made them witnesses. They can-
not condemn any man living on the face
of the earth, by their preaching and their
testimony.

We are living, then, in the great and last
dispensation, in which God has provided a
way that he might raise up scores of thou-
sands of witnesses, a way that all might
know as Peter did. Peter did not get his
knowledge from seeing miracles wrought.
He did not obtain his knowledge because
some other man had received a knowledge.
The Savior blessed him and said, “Blessed
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven.” The Lord
had revealed this knowledge unto Peter,
consequently Peter was constituted a wit-
ness. And so the Lord, by having given
revelation from the heavens to scores of
thousands of the Latter-day Saints, has
made them witnesses of the divinity of this
work.

O, how the Latter-day Saints ought to
rejoice! How faithful we all ought to be!
How frivolous are the things of this pres-
ent life, compared with the knowledge of
God, which you have received! Do you ap-
preciate this, Latter-day Saints? Do you re-
alize it as you ought to, or are your minds
swayed to and fro by the frivolities and
vanities of this present life? Do they absorb
the greater portion of your attention? Do
you forget your God, the greatness of your
calling, and the knowledge which you have
received? I have not.

I believe that the Latter-day Saints are
the very best people on the face of our
globe. Why? Because they have been will-
ing to endure hardships, persecutions
all the day long. They have been willing
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to leave their houses, their lands, their
possessions, have been willing to see all
fall into the hands of their enemies and
flee to a desert country for the sake of
their religion. Has God forgotten all these
things? O, ye children of Zion! Do you
suppose that the Lord has forgotten, be-
cause many years have passed away, your
tribulation, your sacrifices if they can be
called such—your mobbings and perse-
cutions in times that are past? No. They
are written as it were on the palms of his
hands, they are printed indelibly upon
the thoughts of his heart. He has all these
things in remembrance, and a day of con-
troversy is coming, and it is not far in the
future—a controversy for Zion; a con-
troversy with all the nations of the earth
that fight against Mount Zion—the Lord
has all these things in his mind, and he
will fulfil them in his own due time and
season. But now is the day of our tribu-
lation and has been for some forty years
and upwards that are past. Are there bet-
ter days to come? Yes. How far in the fu-
ture I am not prophet enough to know.
All that I do know is that they are nigh,
near at the very door, when the Lord will
rise up and come forth out of his hid-
ing place and fulfil that which he has
spoken concerning Zion and the inhab-
itants of this land. Zion is not destined
to be crushed down forever into the dust.
Zion is not destined to be overcome by
the kingdoms of this world forever. The
turning point will come, and that is
nigh at hand. The days are coming—I
know they are close at hand—when the
young and rising generation that are now
sitting in this congregation, and who
are spread forth upon the face of the
land, throughout these mountains and
valleys, will see the turning point for Zion.
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