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the leading States of the South, offered

the use of the Senate Chamber—the rep-

resentative hall of his State—to preach

in, if I was prepared to use it, extend-

ing any courtesy I desired. Their lead-

ing papers freely noticed our meetings

and published thousands of handbills to

be distributed among the people, refus-

ing any compensation whatever. Many

of these incidents that come to my mind

in regard to the courtesy and kindness

of the people that we have been preach-

ing the Gospel to, warms our hearts as

elders of Israel, and we feel to do them

good, to bless them, and benefit them all

that we can.

During the past year, a little over

400 Saints have been gathered from the

Southern States Mission. The princi-

pal part of these have emigrated to the

neighboring State of Colorado, in San

Luis Valley, 250 miles south and a little

to the west of Denver, where the Saints

have found a good valley, most excel-

lent land and timber, water, grass, and

all that is necessary to enable them to

build up a settlement and locate them-

selves. I had the privilege of visiting

them in their homes a number of times,

and while they have had the privations

that are incidental to the formation of

a new settlement everywhere, yet they

have been blessed and prospered. The

people of the State of Colorado have, as

a rule, treated them kindly, have wel-

comed them to their borders, have en-

deavored to benefit them, and assisted

them in forming their settlements all

they could. The railroad, that has been

in process of construction for the past

two years, runs down the center of the

valley, within three to five miles of our

line of settlement, so that we have easy

railroad communication. Our rates for

emigration are exceedingly low. The rail-

road companies have extended to us

many courtesies and kindnesses, and

have sought to do what they could—

apparently being moved upon by the

right Spirit—to enable us to gather those

who were unable to gather themselves,

and to assist those who were but lit-

tle able to gather. In the location of

the settlement in the State of Colorado,

there are now, I believe, 500 Latter-day

Saints from the Southern States, which

will possibly be augmented by 300 more

this season, if deemed prudent to do so.

In the first town that was located, all the

lots have been taken up. Another loca-

tion of similar dimensions is being occu-

pied, while still another will be occupied

some few miles distant from the first two

in the course of the next two or three

months.

The health of the Saints has not been

as good as could have been desired, prin-

cipally owing to the fact that in em-

igrating from the Southern States—a

malarious district to those great, dry

altitudes—the changes thus brought to

bear upon them were calculated to pro-

duce sickness to a greater or less ex-

tent. The scourge of measles passed

through the settlement in the month of

April; some 160 cases. Our neighbors,

at a railroad town nearby, where there

were about an equal number of inhab-

itants that we had, with all the ap-

pliances of physicians and drug stores,

lost quite a large percentage of their

cases of sickness. In the town of Alam-

osa, some twenty miles distant from

our settlement, where there were almost

an equal number of cases, there was

quite a large percentage of deaths. In

about 165 to 170 cases that occurred

in our settlement, I think there were

but three or four deaths from measles.

When I was talking to the Mayor of

Alamosa, he called my attention to


