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the disparity of deaths in that town

in comparison with those that had oc-

curred in our settlement, and asked me

if I thought the location of the town of

Alamosa unhealthy. I replied I thought

not, that it was equally healthy with

our settlement. He asked me to what

I attributed the number of deaths. I

replied that I believed they were at-

tributable to the number of drug stores

and physicians they had in it, that that

was the cause, as I earnestly believed, to

a greater or less extent, of the disparity

of the number of deaths. With some 500

inhabitants in our settlement with quite

a number of cases, some of them very

serious, there has never been a physi-

cian called to prescribe one single pre-

scription to any of these people, and I

have an idea that if we were to look at

them today we would find them equally

healthy with those of the adjacent town

where there are several physicians with

two drug stores to draw their supplies

from.

The people in the settlements are

satisfied with their location. I heard

but very little complaint, and what com-

plaints I did hear were, I thought, almost

entirely due to the inconvenience inci-

dent to emigration, to breaking up their

homes, to disposing of their property, to

riding distances upon railroads, landing

at their destination wearied, to not being

so carefully housed and protected for a

limited length of time after their arrival,

and to their being unacquainted with the

country. I believe, however, that out of

the 500 souls emigrated there have been

but four turned back from the work and

returned to their former homes. I heard

no expression of a desire to return on the

part of anyone when I was there. Wish-

ing to test this as I was returning back

to the States, I publicly made the offer

that if there were any persons who de-

sired to return back to their old homes,

to lay down the principles of the Gospel

and forego the gathering, I would see and

accompany them back, and if there were

any unable to go back with their own

means, a fund would be raised for the

purpose if desired. I received no appli-

cations, hence I was led to believe that

the people as a rule were satisfied with

their situation and surroundings.

Adjacent to our settlement there is

a large number of Mexicans who live in

plazas, as they term them, which are ca-

pable of accommodating from ten to fifty

families in a plaza. These people have

had rather an unpleasant and checkered

history in the Territory of New Mexico

and the State of Colorado. They have

been looked upon to a certain extent as

legal and lawful prey by the Christians

surrounding, who have, to a greater or

less degree, taken advantage of their in-

nocence and of their ignorance in re-

gard to the rules of business. To illus-

trate this, one man, a merchant with

whom we deal, a man that I have al-

ways looked upon as in every sense trust-

worthy, made this statement to me. In

speaking of the Mexican people, said

he: "We cannot trade with them as we

do with other people. They have been

deceived and cheated until they come

here and ask how many pounds of sugar

we give for a dollar. We would not

dare to tell them the exact number of

pounds. If it is six, we have to tell them

ten." "Well," I said "do you weigh out

the ten pounds?" "Not much; we weigh

them six or five and a half pounds as

the case might be." Such is the char-

acter of the dealings the Mexican peo-

ple have had to contend with until to-

day they have no confidence whatever in


