SOUTHERN STATES MISSION.

Men are fulfilling the Scriptures—"their
hearts are failing them for fear of the
things that are coming upon them." The
people of the United States are in doubt
in regard to what is in store for our gov-
ernment. We hear quite loud expres-
sions every hour of the day by men of all
classes—governors, senators, congress-
men and clergymen. I think one of the
most eloquent sermons—eloquent for the
sound of its words, not particularly for
the principle it contained, but more par-
ticularly for its sound of words—I ever
heard, was one in which the minister
portrayed the condition of the United
States, the fearful condition in which the
government was today, the condition in
which political affairs were, and strange
as it may seem, after telling the people
that there was not a political party in
the United States that would receive Je-
sus of Nazareth. After telling the peo-
ple of St. Louis (the city in which this
sermon was preached) that if Jesus were
to come to one of their wards and run
for Alderman, they would outvote him
by a large majority—after telling them
all these things, he then commenced
upon the other hand to portray the glo-
rious spread of Christianity! It sounded
strange to my ears, for one was a direct
contradiction of the other; if one was true
the other was false. Certainly Chris-
tianity could not grow and increase and
spread and be engrafted into the minds
of the people, and at the same time he
who stood at the head of Christianity be
rejected from the head to the foot of the
whole body.

The situation to my mind as I
have observed it—and I have tried
to do so calmly and deliberately and
without prejudice—is anything but
agreeable. Men have ceased to try
to hide this; and the present poli-
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tical contest that is waged so hotly even
for the nomination of the man who shall
fill the presidential chair is stirring up
the people as I have never seen an elec-
tion stir them up before. It seems as
though they are not content with divid-
ing into parties, but these parties are di-
vided into fragments, the one contending
against the other. A few years ago it was
the Democratic party on the one side and
the Republican party on the other. Today
it has changed and materially altered in
the Republican party. It is the anti-third
term men, the Blaine men, Sherman
men, etc., struggling one against the
other in their own party until it seems
as if the shadow is cast, of the time when
every man's hand shall be raised against
his neighbor. Certainly these are indi-
cations of it—and we see the fulfillment
of prophecy in these things. It is a most
unpleasant report for a person to make
of the situation of their country. We are
not aliens to our kind. We love and re-
vere and respect the constitution of our
common country. We have a love for
the old flag that floats over it, and it is
with feelings of mortification, chagrin,
and pain that we have to report back
to the Saints here in the valleys of the
mountains the fearful condition in which
matters are today. One instance comes
to my mind in connection with a matter
in which the Latter-day Saints are inter-
ested. During the trial of the men—or
one of them at least—who assassinated
Elder Joseph Standing, I was astonished
and surprised to listen to the testimony
of the witnesses. The court would com-
mence its session at eight o'clock and
run till twelve and then adjourn for an
hour and run till candle light, and when
night came we would hear the bells ring-
ing across the street calling the peo-



