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ple to a revival meeting. I noticed that
those men who had been upon the wit-
ness stand would pass over to the meet-
ing, and for two weeks the revival was
kept up calling men and women to Jesus
after dark, and in the daytime came into
that court and testified to things they
knew were utterly false, and that they
knew the people in the courtroom were
satisfied were false. The thing was a talk
and a laughing stock on the streets of
Dalton. It seemed strange to me, and af-
ter I had had several days experience I
asked the attorney General, a man that
I looked upon as an honorable man, a
man who sought to do his duty in that
trial to the best of his ability—I asked,
"how many men are there that came
upon this stand that you can rely upon
to testify to the truth?" His reply was, "If
I get one in ten I am doing very well."
I thought that a strange comment in-
deed upon this boasted land of freedom,
of free schools, churches, libraries, lec-
ture associations and yet hold ourselves
up before the world as a representative
government for all other governments to
copy after, for all civilization to follow,
and for all Christians to model them-
selves from. It looks strange to me, and
I scarcely could have believed it had not
mine own ears heard and mine own eyes
beheld it.

The sentiment and feeling of the bet-
ter class of people in the South, and
I may say the people of the United
States are in favor of letting the Latter-
day Saints alone, of letting them work
out their own problem, and but for
the religious influence that is brought
to bear there would be but little said
in relation to the work the Latter-day
Saints are doing. But this religious in-
fluence has not changed in the least.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

The same influence that fought and con-
tended against the Latter-day Saints in
the State of Missouri, and that drove
them to the valleys of the mountains;
the same influence that cried out nearly
2,000 years ago, "crucify him, crucify
him," is still abroad in the land, and I
think the worst treatment I have ever re-
ceived at the hands of any class of men
has been from men who can pray the
longest prayers, preach the loudest ser-
mons, and wear the longest face, and
who profess to be going back to Abra-
ham's bosom. This class of men have al-
ways contended against the elders. They
have sought to bring persecution upon
them, and to vilify them upon every
hand, and if we have difficulties they
are to a greater or less extent caused by
those who profess to believe in this Bible,
and who preach, "glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace and good will
towards men." But this, perchance, is but
history repeating itself. Notwithstand-
ing the difficulties and obstacles the el-
ders have had to contend with in this and
other directions, they have been blessed
and prospered. They rejoice in the privi-
lege of going forth to proclaim the prin-
ciples of the Gospel, to bring Israel to
a knowledge of the truth, and to gather
the honest in heart home, that Zion may
be built up and the kingdom of God es-
tablished on the earth. The elders re-
joice in this privilege. Our young elders
who go abroad with fear and trembling
in regard to their own ability are willing
to pass through all kinds of difficulties,
are willing to endure anything and ev-
erything that they may be instruments
in the hands of God in proclaiming the
principles of the Gospel. I heard but very
few complaints from the elders. It is true
that sometimes they are not situated as



