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Joseph Smith was called of God, inspired

of God, raised up of the Lord, ordained

of God long before he was born, to stand

in the flesh, as much as Jeremiah or any

of the ancient prophets, to lay the foun-

dation of this Church and kingdom. He

performed his work faithfully. He la-

bored faithfully while he tabernacled in

the flesh, and sealed his testimony with

his blood. Other men were called also to

build upon the foundation which he laid.

We have in days that are past and

gone been under the necessity of go-

ing forth to preach the Gospel in the

world. We have had this to do. We

have been called to do it. We have been

ordained to do it. We have been com-

manded of God to do it, and so have

hundreds of thousands of the elders of

this Church and kingdom. We have all

some responsibility, more or less, rest-

ing upon us, whether as regards going

on missions or anything else. I remem-

ber Brother Joseph Smith visited myself,

Brother Taylor, Brother Brigham Young

and several other missionaries, when we

were about to take our mission to Eng-

land. We were sick and afflicted many

of us. At the same time we felt to go.

The Prophet blessed us as also our wives

and families; and I was reading a day or

two ago his instructions from my jour-

nal. He taught us some very important

principles, some of which I here name.

Brother Taylor, myself, George A. Smith,

John E. Page and others had been called

to fill the place of those who had fallen

away. Brother Joseph laid before us

the cause of those men's turning away

from the commandments of God. He

hoped we would learn wisdom by what

we saw with the eye and heard with the

ear, and that we would be able to dis-

cern the spirits of other men without

being compelled to learn by sad experi-

ence. He then remarked that any man,

any elder in this Church and kingdom—

who pursued a course whereby he would

ignore or in other words refuse to obey

any known law or commandment or

duty—whenever a man did this, ne-

glected any duty God required at his

hand in attending meetings, filling mis-

sions, or obeying counsel, he laid a foun-

dation to lead him to apostasy and this

was the reason those men had fallen.

They had misused the priesthood sealed

upon their heads. They had neglected

to magnify their callings as apostles,

as elders. They had used that priest-

hood to attempt to build themselves up

and to perform some other work besides

the building up of the kingdom of God.

And not only did he give us the coun-

sel, but the same is given in the reve-

lation of God to us. I have ever read

with a great deal of interest that reve-

lation given to Joseph Smith in answer

to his prayer in Liberty jail. I have ever

looked upon that revelation of God to

that man, considering the few sentences

it includes, as containing as much prin-

ciple as any revelation God ever gave to

man. He gave Joseph to understand that

he held the priesthood, which priesthood

was after the order of God, after the

order of Melchizedek, the same priest-

hood by which God himself performed

all his works in the heavens and in the

earth, and any man who bore that priest-

hood had the same power. That priest-

hood had communication with the heav-

ens, power to move the heavens, power

to perform the work of the heavens, and

wherever any man magnified that call-

ing, God gave his angels charge concern-

ing him and his ministrations were of

power and force both in this world and

the world to come; but let that man use


