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that priesthood for any other purpose

than the building up of the kingdom of

God, for which purpose it was given, and

the heavens withdraw themselves, the

power of the priesthood departs, and he

is left to walk in darkness and not in

light, and this is the key to apostasy of

all men whether in this generation or

any other.

Our responsibilities before the Lord

are great. We have no right to break

any law that God has given unto us. The

more we do so the less power we have be-

fore God, before heaven and before the

earth, and the nearer we live to God,

the closer we obey his laws and keep his

commandments, the more power we will

have, and the greater will be our desire

for the building up of the kingdom of God

while we dwell here in the flesh.

We have no right to break the Sab-

bath. We have no right to neglect our

meetings to attend to our labors. I do

not believe that any man, who has ever

belonged to this Church and kingdom,

since its organization, has made any-

thing by attending to his farm on the

Sabbath: but if your ox falls into a pit get

him out; to work in that way is all just

and right, but for us to go farming to the

neglect of our meetings and other duties

devolving upon us, is something we have

no right to do. The Spirit of God does not

like it, it withdraws itself from us, and

we make no money by it. We should keep

the Sabbath holy. We should attend our

meetings.

This kingdom is advancing. It has

got to advance, and somebody has got to

build it up. Somebody has got to labor

in it. The God of heaven has had a peo-

ple prepared before the world was made

for this dispensation. He had a people

prepared to stand in the flesh to take

this kingdom and bear it off; and the

very spirit of the prophets and apos-

tles, who have gone before us, has been

manifested in the lives of faithful men

and women from the organization of this

Church until today, and will continue un-

til the coming of the Lord, as there are

a great many men and women who will

live their religion and carry out the pur-

poses of God on the earth.

It is our duty as apostles, as elders

and as Latter-day Saints, to contem-

plate, to reflect, to read the word of God,

and to try to comprehend our condition,

our position, and our responsibility be-

fore the Lord. If our eyes were opened,

if the veil were lifted, and we could

see our condition, our responsibility, and

could comprehend the feelings of God our

heavenly Father, and the heavenly hosts,

and the justified spirits made perfect, in

their watchcare over us, in their anxiety

about us in our labors here in the flesh;

we would all feel that we have no time

to waste in folly or anything else which

brings to pass no good. All of us, as el-

ders of Israel and as Latter-day Saints,

bear some portion of the holy priesthood,

either the Melchizedek or Aaronic. It is

a kingdom of priests, and there is work

enough for this people to magnify their

calling. The Lord has agreed to sus-

tain us, and to break every weapon that

is formed against us. He has promised

to sustain Zion, and when the Prophet

saw this Zion of God in the moun-

tains, his soul was filled with joy and he

cried, "Sing, O heavens; and be joyful,

O earth; and break forth into singing,

O mountains: for the Lord hath com-

forted his people, and will have mercy

upon his afflicted." Again the prophet

says, "Can a woman forget her suckling

child, that she should not have compas-

sion on the son of her womb? yea, they


