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may forget, yet will I not forget thee.” Zion
has been before the face of the Lord since
the creation of the world! Our heavenly
Father has protected this people. We have
been favored from the day we set our feet
in the valleys of the mountains, notwith-
standing the tribulation and opposition
we have had to contend with. All the de-
signs of the wicked and ungodly to stop
this work have been thwarted. The hand of
God is over Zion. He is our Comforter. He
sustains us, and we have every encourage-
ment on the face of the earth, as Latter-day
Saints, to be true and faithful unto him the
litcle time we spend in the flesh.

Our responsibilities are great; our work
is great. We not only have the Gospel to
preach to the nations of the earth, but
we have to fill these valleys, towns, cities,
etc., and we have, among other important
things, to rear temples unto the name of
the Lord before the coming of Christ. We
have got to enter into those temples and
redeem our dead—not only the dead of
our own family, but the dead of the whole
spirit world. This is part of the great work
of the Latter-day Saints. We shall build
these temples and, if we do our duty, there
is no power that can hinder this work, be-
cause the Lord is with us; and certainly our
aim is high! As a people we aim at celestial
glory; we aim at the establishment of the
kingdom of God. We have been raised up
for the purpose of warning the world; to
preach the Gospel; to go to the meek of
the earth and bring them to these valleys
of the mountains, that they may be deliv-
ered from the power of sin and Satan. Our
numbers are many compared with former
dispensations. Nevertheless, our numbers
are few when compared with the twelve
or fourteen hundred millions of inhab-
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itants who dwell in the flesh. Still, with the
help of God, we have power to redeem the
world. This is our work. We are obliged to
labor and to continue to while we are here,
and when we have finished our work, our
sons, the rising generation, have got to take
this kingdom and bear it off.

Eight of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles are in the spirit world today who
were in the flesh when we came here,
and so they pass away, one after another,
when they finish their work. Do you sup-
pose that in their minds and feelings they
realized they had done too much? I think
not. Just so with those who remain in the
flesh. There is no time to throw away,
and I would to God that the elders of
Israel could fully realize and comprehend
the great work that God has put upon
their shoulders—the building up of his
kingdom.

This kingdom has continued to in-
crease and spread. When we came here
thirty-three years ago we found this place
a barren desert. There was no mark of the
white man here. It was a desert indeed,
hardly a green thing to meet the eye. You
can see today for yourselves. The inhab-
itants of Zion are a marvel and a wonder
to the world. They occupy these valleys
of the mountains from Idaho to Arizona.
The valleys, as it were, are filled with
Latter-day Saints. And who are these
Latter-day Saints? They are the people
whom the God of heaven has raised up
in fulfillment of promise and revelation.
He has carefully gathered them together
by the power of the Gospel, by the power
of revelation, and placed them here in
the valleys of the mountains. Has there
ever been any power formed against this
people that has been successful? Nay;
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