DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, ETC.

and this people will never see the day
when our enemies shall prevail, for the
very reason that God had decreed that
Zion shall be built up; the kingdom that
Daniel saw shall roll forth, until the lit-
tle stone cut out of the mountain without
hands shall fill the whole earth. The peo-
ple of God shall be prepared in the lat-
ter days to carry out the great program
of the Almighty, and all the powers of
the earth and hell combined cannot pre-
vent them. When I see the view that
the world takes in regard to this great
latter-day work; when I hear it ques-
tioned as to whether God has anything
to do with it; when I see the feeling of
hatred that is manifested towards us, to
me it is the strongest evidence that this
is the work of God. Why? Because we
have been chosen out of the world and
therefore the world hates us. This is a
testimony that Jew and Gentile and the
whole world look at. Then if this is the
work of God what is the world going to
do about it? What can this nation or the
combined nations of the earth do about
it? Can any power beneath the heav-
ens stay the progress of the work of God?
I tell you nay, it cannot be done. I do
not boast of these things as the work of
man; it is the work of the Almighty; it
is not the work of man. The Lord has
called men to labor in his kingdom, and
I wish the elders would look upon this
subject as it is and realize our position
before the Lord. Here we are a hand-
ful of people chosen out of some twelve
or fourteen hundred millions of people;
and my faith in regard to this matter is
that before we were born, before Joseph
Smith was born, before Brigham was
born—my faith is that we were chosen
to come forth in this day and generation
and do the work which God has designed
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should be done. That is my view in re-
gard to the Latter-day Saints, and that
is the reason why the apostles and el-
ders in the early days of this Church
had power to go forth without purse or
scrip and preach the Gospel of Christ
and bear record of his kingdom. Had
it not been for that power we could not
have performed the work. We have had
to be sustained by the hand of God un-
til today, and we shall be sustained un-
til we get through, if we keep the com-
mandments of God, and, if we do not,
we shall fall, and the Lord will raise up
other men to take our place. Therefore, I
look upon it that we had a work assigned
to us before we were born. With regard
to the faithful leaders of this Church
and kingdom, beginning with Joseph
Smith, how many times have I heard
men say in my travels—Why did God
choose Joseph Smith, why did he choose
that boy to open up this dispensation
and lay the foundation of this Church?
Why didn't he choose some great man,
such as Henry Ward Beecher? I have
had but one answer in my life to give to
such a question, namely, that the Lord
Almighty could not do anything with
them, he could not humble them. They
were not the class of men that were cho-
sen for a work of this kind in any age
of the world. The Lord Almighty chose
the weak things of this world. He could
handle them. He therefore chose Joseph
Smith because he was weak, and he had
sense enough to know it. He had the
ministration of angels out of heaven. He
had also the ministration of the Father
and the Son and of the holy men who
once dwelt in the flesh.

We have been obliged to acknowl-
edge the hand of God. From out
of the pit have we been dug. We
have been taken from the plough,



