DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES, ETC.

that he would die a violent death. Nei-
ther do I believe that we shall be re-
quired to go forth and stain our swords
in the blood of our fellow men in our
defense. It has been decreed that the
wicked shall slay the wicked. Now, I give
you my views regarding these things. I
speak the sentiments of my own heart
and what I believe. The judgments of
our God will be poured forth, but the el-
ders of Israel will not be called upon to
slay the wicked. The wicked will slay
the wicked. When I read the Bible, the
Book of Mormon and the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, I feel that it is with
us as with the generation that lived in
the days of Ezekiel. In those days the
Lord told the prophet to tell the people
that what he said he meant to fulfil. And
so it is in the day and age in which we
live. All things will be fulfilled. The judg-
ments of Almighty God will be poured
out upon the wicked. The harvest is ripe,
and I know the farmer has got to cut his
crops when they are ripe, otherwise they
will go back into the ground and rot.

When I see the wickedness and abom-
ination that prevail in Babylon, cover-
ing the earth, as it were, like a mighty
sea—when I see these things I feel to ask
myself the question, how long can these
things rise up in the sight of heaven
and not have their reward? In my own
mind I can see a change at our door. In
the face of the revelations I cannot see
how it can be otherwise. The signs of
heaven and earth all indicate the near
coming of the Son of Man. You read
the 9th, 10th and 11th chapters of the
last Book of Nephi, and see what the
Lord has said will take place in this
generation, when the Gospel of Christ
has again been offered to the inhabi-
tants of the earth. The Lord did not
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reveal the day of the coming of the Son
of Man, but he revealed the generation.
That generation is upon us. The signs
of heaven and earth predict the fulfill-
ment of these things, and they will come
to pass.

Therefore, let us try to live our re-
ligion. We have the kingdom of God.
There is no question about this. There
was none with Joseph Smith when the
angels of God ministered unto him, and
we had a living testimony of this work
from that day to this. What is the great-
est testimony any man or woman can
have as to this being the work of God?
I will tell you what is the greatest tes-
timony I have ever had, the most sure
testimony, that is the testimony of the
Holy Ghost, the testimony of the Father
and the Son. We may have the ministra-
tion of angels; we may be wrapt in the
visions of heaven—these things as testi-
monies are very good, but when you re-
ceive the Holy Ghost, when you receive
the testimony of the Father and the Son,
it is a true principle to every man on
earth, it deceives no man, and by that
principle you can learn and understand
the mind of God. Revelation has been
looked upon by this Church, as well as
by the world, as something very mar-
velous. What is revelation? The testi-
mony of the Father and Son. How many
of you have had revelation? How many
of you have had the Spirit of God whis-
per unto you—the still small voice. I
would have been in the spirit world a
great many years ago, if I had not fol-
lowed the promptings of the still small
voice. These were the revelations of Je-
sus Christ, the strongest testimony a
man or a woman can have. I have had
many testimonies since I have been con-
nected with this Church and kingdom. I
have been blessed at times with certain



