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was a spiritual creation first. We are also

told that the earth was organized in a

spiritual form, that is, that portion that

gives life to the earth. We read about the

earth's dying, and that it shall be quick-

ened again. What is it that will make

the earth die? It will be the withdraw-

ing of the spiritual portion from it, that

which gives it life—that which animates

it, and causes it to bring forth fruit; that

which quickens the earth is the Spirit

of God. That spiritual creation existed

before the temporal was formed. This

was the beginning of the first part of his

work, pertaining to this creation. On the

seventh day he began the temporal por-

tion. There was not yet a man to till

the ground, "and the gods formed man

from the dust of the ground, and took

his spirit—that is the man's spirit—and

put it into him and breathed into his nos-

trils the breath of life, and man became

a living soul." This we read in the 2nd

chapter of Genesis, and you will find it

recorded on the 6th and 35th pages of the

new edition of the Pearl of Great Price.

Abraham also obtained a knowledge

of the spiritual creation, as well as the

temporal. In giving a history of the cre-

ation, he speaks of the formation of man

out of the ground, how he took man's

spirit that was created in heaven and put

it within the body of man, and man be-

came a living soul—the first flesh upon

the earth, as recorded in the second of

Genesis. Now, we have been in the habit

of thinking that the various kinds of an-

imals that have lived, according to geol-

ogists, were the first flesh on the earth,

and we go away back millions of ages to

see that these lower formations of life

existed before man. But the Lord gives

us different information from this. He

shows us that among all the animated

creatures of flesh, man was the first

that was ever placed upon the earth

in this temporal condition, contradict-

ing the theories of geologists—that is, so

far as placing man on the earth in this

present probation is concerned. What

may have taken place millions of ages be-

fore the world was organized temporally

for man to inhabit is not revealed; but, so

far as this present change is concerned,

that took place about six thousand years

ago, man was the first being that came

upon the earth and inhabited a body of

flesh and bones. Afterwards, on the sev-

enth day, out of the ground the Lord God

created the beasts of the field. Go back to

the first chapter of Genesis, and you will

find that the beasts, etc., were formed on

the sixth day or period, and that on the

seventh there was no flesh on the earth,

and having created man as the first flesh

upon the earth, God then created, out of

the ground, the beasts of the field.

Here is the second part of the begin-

ning of his work: firstly, spiritual—the

beasts created in heaven; then, secondly,

temporal—their bodies formed out of the

ground, their spirits being put within

these bodies, and the beasts became liv-

ing souls. As it was with the birds of

the air, so with the fish of the sea, and

so with all animated creatures pertain-

ing to this world. This is the history of

the generations of the heavens and the

earth, on the day that the Lord God cre-

ated them; and the Lord has seen proper

to reveal this great information in the

first of Genesis, and in the Book of Abra-

ham.

Now, let us consider the condition

of the temporal work, for it is need-

ful for us to understand these things,

that we may advance in the know-


