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ledge of God, in the knowledge of truth,

in this great school of experience. Let

us try to understand, then, the nature

of the temporal work; for it was formed

in the manner specified in this revela-

tion. Was there any death in this cre-

ation after the temporal was formed, be-

fore the fall? No. Were any birds of

the air subject to death? No. Were

any of the fishes of the sea? No. Were

there any animals placed on the earth in

their temporal condition their bodies be-

ing formed and adapted to the spirit that

came from heaven—were any subject to

death? No. Were they ferocious? No.

To every animal that God had granted

life he had given every green herb of the

field for meat, whether it was the lion,

the leopard, the wolf, or whatever ani-

mal may have existed upon the face of

the earth. There was no such thing as

one animal destroying another—fighting

and quarrelling were unknown among

the beasts of the field. A little child, if

there had been any, could have played,

so far as any danger was concerned, with

these animals, and they feasted upon

the green herbs which were given to the

beasts for their sustenance. By and by,

a garden was made eastward in Eden,

in which the Lord planted a great many

beautiful trees. This was purely a tem-

poral work, and that Garden would have

existed until today if death had not come

into the world through the fall of our first

parents.

How different was the second or tem-

poral work, that existed in the beginning

of the great work of creation, from the

present order of things! Now we see,

and according to history we learn, that

all creation are at enmity one with an-

other in their natural state. Hence we

find the lions with teeth, probably con-

structed since the fall, and adapted to

devour their prey. I do not believe they

had such teeth in the beginning. They

had teeth with which they ate "straw

like the ox." But everything was changed

in a great measure, in this beautiful

temporal creation; and the beasts be-

gan to fight, and quarrel, and devour

each other; and man began to be fero-

cious, like the beasts, desirous to kill his

fellow man. We see him at this early

stage in our race, seeking the blood of

his fellows, and entering into secret com-

binations to kill, and destroy, and rob

one another of their position and prop-

erty, and to be at enmity one against

another. The Lord in the midst of this

fallen condition of his temporal work,

has permitted it to continue for about,

6,000 years. But mankind have been

devising a multitude of measures, by

which they reform one another; but af-

ter they get pretty well reformed they

rise up again and devour one another

by wholesale. While they are engaged

in reforming each other, they are mak-

ing weapons of destruction to destroy

one another. Enmity prevails, and has

prevailed, for the last 6,000 years, with

the exception of now and then a dispen-

sation, being introduced, wherein this

fallen nature of ours becomes, in a great

measure, changed through obedience to

the plan of salvation which God has re-

vealed; and then we begin to love our fel-

low men, are filled with love and kind-

ness like, in some measure, our heav-

enly Father, going forth and proclaim-

ing to them the Gospel of peace, and try-

ing to do them good, and redeem them,

and reclaim them; and we succeed, now

and then, in bringing some to a higher

state; they are born of God, and become

new creatures in Christ, being filled

with that superior power, that exists


