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We have been voting for our offi-

cers and for those holding places in the

Church and kingdom of God in this stake

of Zion. And it is well for us some-

times to understand what we do in re-

lation to these matters. We hold up

our right hand when voting in token be-

fore God that we will sustain those for

whom we vote; and if we cannot feel to

sustain them we ought not to hold up

our hands, because to do this, would be

to act the part of hypocrites. And the

question naturally arises, how far shall

we sustain them? Or in other words,

how far are we at liberty to depart from

this covenantwhich wemake before each

other and before our God? For when we

lift up our hands in this way, it is in to-

ken to God that we are sincere in what

we do, and that we will sustain the par-

ties we vote for. This is the way I look

at these things. How far then should

we sustain them, and how far should we

not? This is a matter of serious impor-

tance to us; if we agree to do a thing

and do not do it, we become covenant

breakers and violators of our obliga-

tions, which are, perhaps, as solemn and

binding as anything we can enter into.

We frequently pass by many of those

important things which we have engaged

to abide by, and sometimes begin to whis-

per by way of complaining or finding

fault one with another after we have

entered into solemn obligations that we

will not do it. What is meant by sustain-

ing a person? Do we understand it? It is

a very simple thing to me; I do not know

how it is with you. For instance, if a man

be a teacher, and I vote that I will sustain

him in his position, when he visits me

in an official capacity I will welcome him

and treat him with consideration, kind-

ness and respect, and if I need counsel

I will ask it at his hand, and I will do

everything I can to sustain him. That

would be proper and a principle of righ-

teousness, and I would not say anything

derogatory to his character. If that is not

correct I have it yet to learn. And then

if anybody in my presence were to whis-

per something about him disparaging to

his reputation, I would say, Look here!

are you a Saint? Yes. Did you not hold

up your hand to sustain him? Yes. Then

why do you not do it? Now, I would call

an action of that kind sustaining him.


