SUSTAINING THE AUTHORITIES, ETC.

be found in him, there is no good man but
what would be pleased to see such a man
acquitted. But while we seek equity and
justice on the one hand, on the other we
must not interfere with the rights of any-
body; no matter who it is that indulges in
iniquity, their iniquity will find them out
sooner or later. And it is better for us in-
stead of talking to this one and the other,
if wrong exists, to go direct to the persons
themselves and have it adjusted, then bring
it up according to the rules laid down gov-
erning such matters. Then the doer of the
wrong is accountable for the wrong, not
somebody else. Then when he is dealt with
by the Church, whether he be a teacher,
priest, deacon, bishop or anybody else, you
are free from all responsibility afterwards of
sustaining that man. And until the proper
course has been taken with such a person,
we should be very careful what course we
pursue in relation to this kind of thing, so
that we do not violate our covenants.

There is an uneasy feeling existing
among some people: they can see plenty
of wrong all around if they have a mind
to; and some will apostatize because some-
body else has done wrong. What a foolish
course that is to pursue! If we follow God’s
plan we can bring the sin right home to the
man who has done the wrong; and if he
did not repent of it, he would have to be
cut off. But the devil would say, “I would
not stop in a church where there were such
folks.” He would first influence a num-
ber of the people to do wrong, and then
he would try to get the others to leave the
Church because some of the members were
doing wrong. That however would be fool-
ish, and contrary to the order of God.
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The Lord has placed in his Church
Apostles and Prophets, High Priests,
Seventies, Elders, etc., what for? For the
perfecting of the Saints. Are we all perfect
to begin with? No. These various officers
are for perfecting of the Saints. What else?
For the work of the ministry; that men
might be qualified and informed and be
full of intelligence, wisdom and light, and
learn to proclaim the principles of eternal
truth and to bring out from the treasury
of God things new and old, things calcu-
lated to promote the welfare of the people.
Now, then, these offices having been
placed in the Church, every man ought to
be respected in his office. I know some of
you think we can respect some, and some
we cannot respect; we can respect some
of the prominent authorities—I do not
know who they are, do you? You remem-
ber when Jesus was upon the earth, some
of his followers were contending, as to
who was the greatest: and he took a little
child and placed it in their midst, he said,
“he that can be most like this little child,
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
And I will tell you more than that, that the
teacher, or deacon that fulfills his duties is
a great deal more honorable than a presi-
dent or any of the twelve that does not.
And there are duties and responsibilities
devolving on all of us pertaining to these
matters; and we ought to be very careful
in all our acts that we do not transgress the
laws of God.

In a few remarks yesterday I referred
to the various officers of the Church,
and to some of the leading duties that
devolve upon them to attend to. There
are duties devolving upon all of us which
we cannot ignore. Duties as Apostles,
duties as presidents of stakes, duties
as bishops, duties as high councilors,
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