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duties pertaining to all the various officers
in the Church. Well, can any man that
has received the holy priesthood, and who
comprehends the position he occupies be-
fore God—which very few of us can do—
can he afford to neglect any of those du-
ties? I think not. We call this organization
that we are associated with, the church and
kingdom of God. Is it the Church of God?
Yes. Then it is God’s church is it not?
Yes. Who is at the head of it? The Lord
ought to be, and we ought to be subject
to him. Who? Why every one of us; my-
self, say, and all the Twelve, the presidents
of stakes, the bishops, the high priests, the
elders, the seventies, the high councilors,
and all men in the Church ought to feel
that we are the Church of God, in the
Church of God and subject to the law of
God. We talk about a priesthood; who are
the Priesthood, and what is it? As I under-
stand it, it is the rule and the government
of God, whether it exists in the heavens
or on the earth; whether we refer to the
things of time or to the things of eter-
nity; whether we refer to spiritual things
or to temporal things, they are, or ought
to be, under the guidance and dominion
of God. How and from whom did we
receive our authority? Let us go back for
awhile, and who could we find anywhere
upon the earth that had authority even
to proclaim the Gospel, or to administer
in the ordinances of the Gospel? Could
we find anybody? No, we could not. I
could not in my younger days—and I
sought diligently for it, but I could not
find anybody who possessed it. What,
not among the religious professors of the
world? Nowhere among the learned, the
intelligent, the scientific? No, nowhere.
Very well, how did we come at a knowl-
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edge of this? God revealed it to his ser-
vant Joseph Smith. And when he did so,
he did not say much about it himself.
The first thing he did when he appeared
to Joseph was to introduce his Son; point-
ing unto him, he said: “This is My Beloved
Son. Hear Him!” And what did the Son
say? We have his teachings in the Gospel,
in his communications with the Nephites
and others. Then there were others who
held the priesthood with him; who held it
on the earth and who now hold it in eter-
nity, and who held the keys of this priest-
hood; and those several parties came and
conferred the keys which they held upon
him, but not until the Lord had come and
given them permission to do so. Hence we
got our Aaronic priesthood through that
means, and we got our Melchizedek priest-
hood through that means, and any office
or ordinance that any of you have received,
you received it through that medium, or
you have received none at all. Very well,
what does it lead us to? To those whom
we call sons of God. Just as it was said
on former occasions, “Now are we sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is.” Very well, we are
the sons of God then, the chosen of God,
the elect of God, called by him, set apart
by him, through the medium of this holy
priesthood of which I have spoken. And
if we have received any office, or calling,
or authority, or any power to administer
in any of the ordinances, we have received
that from the hand of God, and we can
only perform these ordinances accord-
ing to the priesthood we are permitted
to possess. For instance, an elder cannot
perform the labor of an apostle; a bishop
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