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cannot perform the labor of an apos-

tle; and a bishop, as a bishop, outside

of other things, has not authority to

lay on hands to impart the gift of the

Holy Ghost; whatever he may do in that

capacity it is through the Melchizedek

priesthood which he holds, and he could

not do it without. Can a priest lay hands

upon people and say "Receive ye the Holy

Ghost?" No, it does not belong to him

to do it. Well, then, men are necessar-

ily confined to operate within the lim-

its and authority of the various offices of

the priesthood to which they are called

and ordained—an elder to perform the

office of an elder, a priest to perform the

office of a priest. In early days it was

quite common for a priest to go out and

preach the Gospel and baptize people for

the remission of sins, and then call upon

an elder to lay hands upon them to con-

firm them members of the Church, for

the priest did not have the power to do

it. And while the priest could baptize, a

teacher or a deacon could not, not hav-

ing the authority to do it; if they were to

do it, it would not amount to anything.

There is strict order about these things

associated with the Church and kingdom

of God. Well, then, on the other hand, if

we perform our duties, each one of us in

our proper position, God gives us power

to accomplish the object we have in view,

no matter what it is, or what priesthood

we hold; no matter whether it is the pres-

ident of the Church, or the president of

the stake, a bishop, a high councilor, a

high priest, a seventy, or an elder, priest,

teacher or deacon; no matter what, if

they perform duties with an eye single

to the glory of God, he will sustain them

in their operations and administrations.

Now, I will refer to a principle

which is perhaps one of the greatest

manifestations of the power and good-

ness of God that exists in this Church,

and at the same time one that is as lit-

tle noticed; but one wherein God does

manifest himself in a most remarkable

manner in the view of all reflecting, in-

telligent men. For instance, the elders

go forth to preach the Gospel; they call

upon people to repent and to be baptized

in the name of Jesus for the remission

of their sins. Did you ever think what

the name meant? If a man go in the

name of another person, he goes by the

authority of that person. If an agent,

say of Z. C. M. I., or any other firm,

go in the name of this firm, it is ex-

pected that he has credentials from the

firm he represents. Or, if a governor

comes here, he is first appointed by the

proper authorities—nominated by the

President and confirmed by the Senate

of the United States, and he comes with

proper credentials to act as governor of

this Territory; he comes in the name or

by the authority of the United States;

and the government of the United States

feels itself bound to back up his acts,

the same as a mercantile firm would feel

obligated to acknowledge the acts of its

agents.

Now, then, the Lord has com-

menced his Church here upon the earth.

He has conferred upon men his holy

Melchizedek priesthood; he has told

them to go forth and preach and call

upon the people to repent and be bap-

tized in the name of Jesus, for the remis-

sion of sins, and they should receive the

Holy Ghost. You all know about these

things, it is not necessary to talk much

about them.

Very well; now, then, this elder

goes forth in the name of God, does

he not? That is the way I un-

derstand it—by the authority of the

Lord, and in the name of the Lord


