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Jesus Christ, he preaches this doctrine

to the people. "Now," says he, "Repent,

and be baptized, every one of you in

the name of Jesus for the remission of

your sins, and you shall receive the Holy

Ghost." A priest could not say, You shall

receive the Holy Ghost; a teacher or a

deacon could not say it, neither could a

bishop say it by virtue of his bishopric,

but he could by virtue of the high priest-

hood he holds. Now, then, let any of these

men go to work and lay hands on any-

body for the gift of the Holy Ghost; and

they might as well do anything else, it

would not amount to anything. But an

elder, or anyone holding the proper au-

thority, comes along, and takes the can-

didate for baptism and, after baptizing

him, he lays his hands upon his head

and says: "In the name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ, and by virtue of the holy

priesthood conferred upon me, I lay my

hands upon your head and confirm you

a member of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints; and I say unto you,

receive ye the Holy Ghost." Did you ever

think of that? It is quite a significant

thing, is it not? And you do it in the

name of Jesus Christ and by authority

which God has given you. You lay your

hands upon the individual who has been

baptized for the remission of sins, and

say, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost," and he

receives it. If that is not so, tell me,

will you, you that have had hands laid

upon your heads by the elders of this

Church. You know what I say is true.

Now, I propose to show a certain prin-

ciple, namely, that God is true to the

covenants which he makes with us, and

that there is no violation of the law or

promises on his part. God will bless

a teacher of this Church when he goes

forth in the performance of his duties

among the people; he will bless a bishop

in his administration, and others in the

discharge of their several duties, no mat-

ter what their priesthood may be. But

here is an important item: there are

some of these things which I have re-

ferred to that some cannot do—they can-

not lay hands upon them to impart unto

them the Holy Ghost. If an elder can,

he does it by and through the authority

of Jesus Christ, through the medium of

the holy priesthood conferred upon him

by those holding authority. And when he

performs this act, the recipients having

complied with the requirements—faith,

repentance and baptism—when he lays

his hands upon their heads, God sanc-

tions his action by imparting the Holy

Ghost. Thus proving that God is true to

his agreement; and through that means

we become the sons of God and belong to

the household of faith, and to us prop-

erly belong the covenants and blessings

associated therewith. These are the ini-

tiatory steps. And we have a witness

within ourselves, each one of us, in re-

gard to those great principles that God

has revealed to the human family. Now,

then, are we the sons of God? Is he

our Father? Yes. Have we received

his Spirit, whereby we are enabled to

cry, "Abba, Father," or "my Father?" Yes.

What have we done since we received

it? We do not like to look at some of

our acts when we think of these things;

we would rather we could blot them out

from our memories, but we cannot; they

are there. And when we reflect upon our

follies, our imperfections and our iniqui-

ties of various kinds, how do we feel? We

do not feel pleasant about it. God has

conferred upon us the greatest treasure

and the greatest boon he could bestow

upon the human family, but we have


