SUSTAINING THE AUTHORITIES, ETC.

received the treasure in earthen vessels.
We often do things we ought not to do,
and leave undone things we ought to do;
and how often have we grieved the Spirit
of God within us! He has done more for
us than this. He has placed us here in
his Church and kingdom; he has gath-
ered us together; he has organized us
according to the laws and order of the
holy priesthood. He has united us to our
wives, and our wives to their husbands,
with an everlasting covenant that cannot
be broken. But we break it sometimes,
don't we? He has shown us how and
in what way our wives may be united
with us in the eternities to come, and
how we may have our children sealed to
us and be one with us in time and in
eternity, and has poured blessings upon
many of our heads that will exist while
time shall last and eternity endure. It
was said of Jesus, that to his govern-
ment and dominion there should be no
end. And the same has been said of a
great many more; and yet we will al-
low little things to separate us from our
God, and from our brethren, and from
our wives and then our wives from their
husbands, and break up, and rant and
rear and destroy, until we hardly know
whether it is us or somebody else. Some-
times we hardly know whether we are in
the Church and kingdom of God or not,
until in many instances the light within
us becomes darkness, and then, oh, how
great is that darkness! It is necessary
that we should study well and watch
well the path of our feet. We are here
laying the foundation for eternity, and
for no other purpose. We are here that
we may receive bodies, that in our bod-
ies and spirits, and through them and
through the powers of the priesthood and
the everlasting Gospel, we may gain a
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position by and by, among the Gods in
the eternal worlds, and with them pos-
sess a glory and dominion and authority,
power and exaltation that has hardly en-
tered into our hearts to conceive of. And
yet, we will fritter away our privileges,
treat lightly the things of God, disregard
the counsels of God and the priesthood
of God, and wander in by and forbidden
paths, and lose sight of these great and
glorious principles that God has revealed
for the salvation of the human family.
Referring to the principle of union,
we ought to be one. We have things come
up quite frequently, say, in a legislative
capacity and otherwise, and our legisla-
tors and others enter into certain mea-
sures, but the people will not be suffi-
ciently united to carry them out. And
there seems to be a spirit, more or less
among the people like this: some will
brusquely and thoughtlessly say, "I will
be damned if I don't have my own way."
All right. I will tell you another thing:
you will be damned if you do, unless your
way is the way that God will sanction.
Let me speak of some other things
associated with this. If we had perfect
union, what is there we could not accom-
plish? And yet God has done a great
deal for us. We have for instance, one
man in Congress to represent our in-
terests; only one man, and he has not
a vote at that. And in a great many
instances the combined powers of the
United States have been plotting against
us, and it is today seeking our over-
throw. And why? Because we dare be-
lieve in God, and because we dare keep
his commandments, miserably as we do
it, and the little we do of it. We do not
do much, but the little we do, produces
this kind of feeling; because this world
is opposed to God and to his laws and



