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to his church and kingdom. And what
have they done hitherto? You could not
get a man anywhere in the United States
that knows anything of the workings of
government or affairs brought in opera-
tion against us, but what believed that
we would have been destroyed and swept
off the earth long ago. But we are still
here. Why? Not because you and I had
fulfilled all our covenants and observed
the laws of God; but it is because God
knows and remembers that we are but
flesh, but weak, fallen humanity; he re-
members we are but dust; it is because
he feels kindly and graciously toward
us, and has said that it is his business
to take care of his Saints, and to fight
our battles for us. It is not because of
what we have done, for we have not done
much. And if God had not sustained
us and turned away and restrained the
wrath of man, we would not have been
here today. Now, this is a fact. Well, God
is kind to us; do not let us treat him so
thoughtlessly; do not let us treat his or-
dinances lightly; but rather let us rever-
ence and esteem those men upon whom
God has placed his holy priesthood, and
let us try by our faith and prayers and
by our acts, to sustain them in all partic-
ulars as we agreed to do when we held
up our hands. And then I ask no odds of
the combined powers of the whole world,
for God is on our side, and as long as we
maintain our position before him, I will
risk the balance. He holds the nations
in his hands, and he will say to them,
as he did to the waves of the mighty
ocean—"Hitherto shalt thou go and no
farther, and here shall thy proud waves
be stayed." And they cannot help them-
selves. We are in the hands of God, and
they are. And I am afraid sometimes,
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when I see the follies of my brethren; I
tremble for the result; but God is gra-
cious and kind. Do not let us be ungrate-
ful, but let us try to remember the bless-
ing with which we are surrounded, the
benefits he confers upon us—the light of
the holy Gospel, our present and eter-
nal associations; and remember that we
are placed here as representatives of God
upon the earth, to operate with prophets
and apostles and men of God who lived
and died and are now behind the veil,
to operate with them in the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of God, pertaining
to the earth whereon we stand. We are
living in an eventful time, in the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times, the period
in which God has said he would gather
together all things in one, whether they
be things in heaven or things on the
earth; and therefore, he has organized us
as we are.

When Jesus was here he felt the im-
portance of the things I am now speak-
ing of; and when he was about to leave
his disciples he knew what the powers of
darkness were, for he battled with them;
and, indeed he was able to do so, hav-
ing been anointed with the oil of glad-
ness above his fellows. But notwith-
standing this and the fact of his being
the Only Begotten of the Father, yet,
when he came to wrestle with the dif-
ficulties he had to cope with, he sweat
great drops of blood, and said, "Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from me;
I shrink to encounter the things I have
to cope with, but nevertheless, not my
will but thine be done." Now, we have to
pass through a variety of things; many
of us are tried and tempted, and we get
harsh and hard feelings against one an-
other. And it reminds me of your teams
when going down hill with a heavy load.



