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doing without the assistance and bless-
ing of the Almighty. They are building
two beautiful edifices. What for? Is it
a matter of speculation? Yes, one of the
greatest speculations ever conceived of.
It is for the salvation of the human fam-
ily; it is for the redemption of the liv-
ing and salvation of the dead. It is for
the accomplishment of the purposes of
God pertaining to the inhabitants of the
earth, our forefathers, and then, all we
can attain to after that. In those things
we are doing very, very well; and I feel
to bless the people because of their lib-
erality in relation to those matters, es-
pecially those of the districts I have re-
ferred to.

Well, now, I do not know that I should
detain you much longer. What shall we
do? Keep our covenants, sustain Brother
Smith; and let Brother Smith act in a
way that will be worthy of being sus-
tained. And then sustain your bishops,
and let them also so act as to be wor-
thy of your esteem. And sustain their
counselors, and hearken to their coun-
sels and advice. They are seeking to do
you good; and to build up your inter-
ests. And then sustain your teachers,
and your deacons and your priests, and
do all you can to lift them up that they
may be enabled to do a good work in their
day and generation, and benefit you and
your generations after you. And then
there are others. You have your Relief
Societies, and I am glad always to speak
a word in behalf of them. Our sisters
are one with us; and we are operating to-
gether in trying to build up the kingdom
of God. I would say to the sisters I would
watch after the youth and after the in-
terests of the sisters, and try to intro-
duce everything good and praiseworthy,
and try to do all you can to promote the
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welfare of your sons and daughters; and
God will bless you as he has done, and
more abundantly. I was pleased to hear a
compliment that was made to our Young
people's Mutual Improvement Associa-
tions. It is gratifying to parents and
to all who have the interests of Zion at
heart, to hear of, and to see our young
men and women grow up in the fear
of God. Some, as is the case every-
where, are inclined to be a little rude and
thoughtless. It is our privilege, and the
privilege of the youth, to improve, and
to cultivate our morals and manners so
that if it should ever be our pleasure to
mingle with the angels, we should find
the most happy and enjoyable society.
Let us learn to treat one another with
kindness and courtesy, and let the young
cultivate the fear of God. I tell you what
I used to do when quite a young boy. I
made it a practice to go and call upon
the Lord; it was before there was any
"Mormonism." And many scores of times
have I gone into fields behind the bushes,
and also into hay lofts to call upon God
to guide me and keep me from evil and
to lead me in the paths of righteousness.
Did I feel happy? Yes, for I had a por-
tion of the Spirit of God with me. How
much better in this respect it is for our
youth. I had parents who feared God, but
they, any more than anyone else, did not
know anything at all about the true plan
of salvation, for it had not been revealed.
I used to go to the Church of England,;
and many of you present used to go too;
and we used to say that we were all "mis-
erable sinners." We also confessed every
Sunday that we had "done the things
we ought not to have done, and left un-
done the things which we ought to have
done." This was all very true. The teach-



