THE INSPIRATION, ETC.

they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with him a thousand years.”

And after the thousand years passed
away, John saw in the vision the rest of the
dead brought forth. “The sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according
to their works.”

The Apostle Paul in writing to the
Philippians, 3rd chap., 20-21 v. says:
“Our conversation is in heaven; from
whence also we look for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body.” Now, according
to this testimony, the righteous, who look
for a part in the first resurrection, expect
to have bodies like the glorious body of
the Son of God. What kind of a body
was that? We read that Jesus Christ was
put to death upon the cross; that when
he had cried with a loud voice, he said,
“Father, into thy hands I commend my
spirit,” and then gave up the ghost. The
body was placed in a new tomb in which
no man had lain, and to guard the body,
lest somebody should come and take it
away, Roman soldiers were placed be-
fore the door of the tomb or sepulchre.
But we read that two angels came, be-
fore whom these Roman soldiers fell as
dead, and they (the angels) rolled away
the stone from the tomb and the sleeping
body of Jesus awakened and came forth.
When the disciples arrived, the body was
gone. Mary went into the garden to try
and find out something concerning the
body, and while she was weeping, Jesus
appeared unto her. She sprang forward
and was about to embrace him when he
said, “Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my
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brethren, and say unto them, I ascend
unto my Father, and your Father; and to
my God, and to your God.” When the
disciples were informed of this they could
not believe it, and they met together on a
certain occasion, and when the doors were
shut, for fear of the Jews, and they found
they were securely alone, they began to talk
about the wonderful things that had tran-
spired; about the death of Jesus, the cruci-
fixion of one whom they thought was to
take the throne and sit upon it in power
forever. And we read that while they were
talking Jesus appeared in their midst and
said, “Peace be unto you.”

“But they were terrified and affrighted,
and supposed that they had seen a spir-
it. And he said unto them, Why are ye
troubled? and why do thoughts arise in
your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see
me have. * * *

“And while they yet believed not for
joy, and wondered, he said unto them,
Have ye here any meat? And they gave him
a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honey-
comb. And he took it, and did eat before
them.” Luke xxiv, 36—43.

Now, here was a resurrection of the
body. Not the raising of Christ’s spir-
it, but his body out of the tomb. In
that body he appeared before the dis-
ciples, and when they thought it was
merely a spirit, he told them that a
spirit had not flesh and bones as they
saw him have. The disciples who had
this manifestation told some of the
rest. Thomas, however, would not be-
lieve it. He said, “Except I shall see
in his hands the print of the nails, and
put my finger into the print of the
nails, and thrust my hand into his side,
I will not believe.” After making use of
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