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these foolish remarks, Jesus appeared to
Thomas when he was assembled with the
other disciples, and he said unto Thomas,
“Reach hither thy finger, and behold my
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into my side: and be not faithless,
but believing.” Thomas could not help
believing then, but Jesus said unto him,
“Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou
hast believed: blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed.” Faith is a
great blessing. Some people will not believe
anything they cannot grasp with their hu-
man reason or cannot see with their natu-
ral eyes. But blessed is the man of faith,
blessed is the woman of faith! For by faith
they can see into things that cannot be dis-
cerned by the natural eyes. They can reach
out to the regions of immortality, grasp
eternal realities and lay hold upon the
things of God! Now, Jesus appeared in the
same body that was placed in the tomb,
and yet it was not the same, there was a
change in it. What change was it? We read
that Jesus Christ shed his blood “for the
remission of sins: not for ours only, but
for the sins of the whole world.” Jesus was
raised up from the dead by the power of
God, and says Paul, “If the Spirit of him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Paul also
says, “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God.” Blood is corruptible,
the blood-quickened body is subject to the
law of death. But Christ’s body when it
was raised from the dead was “quickened
by the Spirit.” There was a great deal of
difference not only in this respect but in
others. When the disciples were shut up
in that room Christ was able to enter it
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without opening the door, which could not
be done by mortals. He had power to man-
ifest himself to his disciples, and he had
power to cover himself from their gaze. He
had power to overcome the laws of grav-
ity, and on a certain occasion, after he had
visited his disciples, had appeared to 500
brethren at once, had given instructions to
his apostles to build up his church, as he
spoke to them “a cloud received him out of
their sight.” He was able to lift himself up
from the earth and depart from this sphere
to another; his body was no longer a mortal
body, no longer governed by the same laws
as those by which we are governed. We are
also told that, “While they looked stead-
fastly toward heaven as he went up, behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel;
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go to heaven—Act. i, 9-11.”
When he shall come again he shall come
in the same body, and we are told in the
14th chapter of Zechariah that his feet
shall stand in that day upon the Mount of
Olives and in the 13th chapter that when
the Jews behold him, the Messiah, whom
they have expected so long, they will say,
“What are these wounds in thine hands?
Then he shall answer, Those with which I
was wounded in the house of my friends.”
And then every family will mourn apart;
the whole house of Israel will mourn be-
cause of the wickedness of their forefathers
in putting him to death. In receiving him
at his second coming they will comprehend
the truth of his first coming, and not be-
fore, and they will welcome him as the res-
urrected Christ.
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