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at some future time. All the warnings

that have been given to the Latter-day

Saints, and to the world, will again come

up, in the own due time of the Lord,

in judgment; and it will be required of

us to render an account, whether we

have been obedient to those warnings, or

whether we have been disobedient. The

Lord is a consistent Being in all his do-

ings. He will not condemn the children

of men, for not receiving something that

they were ignorant of; but, if they are

condemned at all, it will be for rejecting

something that they have understood, or

something that they might have under-

stood, had they improved the opportu-

nity. They will be judged according to

law, according to testimony, and accord-

ing to that which is written in the sa-

cred books. The records of heaven will be

opened. The records, kept by divine au-

thority on the earth, will also be opened.

The evidences and testimonies will be set

forth; and every man and every woman,

who is condemned, in the great judgment

day, will be condemned according to law,

according to testimony, according to ev-

idence, according to the light that has

been given, according to the deeds done

in the body.

The Lord is a Being who has given

laws unto all things; and he adapted

these laws, according to the condition

and circumstances of all things. All

agents, free agents, who have light

and knowledge to know how to act,

how to discern good from evil, will be

judged according to one law. They

are not compelled to obey the law

which they hear, but they can act

according to their agency, either in

obeying or disobeying, receiving the

blessings of obedience or the fruits

of disobedience. The Lord has giv-

en a great many laws, besides those

which he has given to free agents, or to

intelligent beings; but they differ in their

nature, according to the condition and

circumstances of the materials to which

these laws are given. See a revelation

upon the subject of these laws, which

was given on the 27th day of December,

1832 (Doc. &. Cov. pp. 305 to 310).

This revelation was called, in those days,

the "olive leaf." In this revelation, the

Lord informs us that "he hath given a

law unto all things by which they move

in their times and their seasons." These

laws which are given to the materials

of nature are generally obeyed. There

does not seem to be any agency on the

part of these materials, so far as we nat-

urally comprehend it; at least, if there

is an agency, it seems to be very obedi-

ent instead of disobedient. Hence, when

he issues forth a law to govern the ma-

terials of creation the law seems to be

obeyed; at least we do not know of any

disobedience. It would almost seem as

though these materials act under com-

pulsion and are really obliged to act as

they do. Yet there are some sayings in

this same revelation, which seem to in-

dicate that there is a degree of intelli-

gence even in these materials. We read

that "the earth abideth a law of a ce-

lestial kingdom, for it filleth the mea-

sure of its creation, and transgresseth

not the law." This would seem to indi-

cate that there is something connected

with the earth itself, wherein it has an

agency; and that because of the exer-

cise of its agency, and keeping the law,

it should be crowned with celestial glory.

The materials out of which our earth is

formed, are also governed by law. Not

only the earth as an organized world,

but the very materials themselves,


