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are governed by laws. These laws were

given of God; and when we search into

the laws, not of nature merely, but the

laws of God, and the more we compre-

hend the laws by which materials are

governed, the more we understand the

laws of God and his operations in the

universe.

The earth seems to take one con-

tinued course. It has an orbit. It

does not deviate from this orbit, unless

acted upon by some other force, which

may cause some fluctuations or devia-

tions from its apparently destined path.

Some, in reflecting upon this might say,

that the earth is obliged to follow this

course. I do not know about this, I am

not so sure. I think if we could see

a little further, we would understand

that, connected with the materials of the

earth is a living principle, a principle

too, that acts according to certain laws,

intelligently, not blindly; and that our

earth, in performing its course, follow-

ing the track marked out, does so ac-

cording to law, as much as we do when

we go forth and are buried in the wa-

ters of baptism. We go according to

law, and obtain a blessing, so does the

earth, when following the course marked

out for it. "God hath given a law unto

all things, by which they move in their

times and their seasons." We know that

all of these great movements, which we

observe taking place in the universe

around us, are conducted according to

certain laws, which mankind have, in a

few instances, been able to search out

themselves through the intelligence that

God has given them. For instance, we

see a force in exercise, when we lift up

a stone from the ground, and hold it in

our hands; the moment we let go this

stone, it falls to the earth. What causes

it to fall? Philosophers tell you that "it

falls according to a law of nature." But

who is this nature that gave this law?

Why do material bodies fall? Why do

they not remain stationary, suspended in

the air, or in a vacuum? Why do they

have a tendency to approach the center

of the earth? It is because there is a force

which draws them towards such center.

What is this force? Scientists have called

it gravitation; but the name does not ex-

plain the force. We are certain that a

central force exists; and that such force

is something that acts according to a cer-

tain law. Now, if you were to take a ma-

terial body, as for instance, a stone, 4,000

miles above the surface of the earth and

let go of it; it would only fall one-fourth

part of the distance, in a second, that

it will fall here, near the surface of the

earth. Why will it not fall with the same

velocity up yonder as here? Because the

law which God has given in relation to

these materials, varies in its intensity of

force, according to some law of the dis-

tance from the central force. A body will

fall, near the earth's surface, about 16

feet and one inch, in one second of time.

You take it up 4,000 miles, and it will

fall only about four feet in one second

of time. This has been demonstrated by

the action of the earth upon the moon

which is nearly 60 times further from

the earth's center than we are. The

moon only falls toward the earth about

the eighteenth part of one inch in a sec-

ond, which is about 3,600 times slower

than a stone or other bodies would fall

at the earth's surface. Thus, it will be

perceived, that this gravitating force di-

minishes in its intensity according to

a fixed law, depending on the distance

from the center of the earth. This law

was discovered by Newton. It is known


