
certain duties devolving upon those op-
erating to attend to. We are living in the 
dispensation which is emphatically called 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
which we are informed from the scriptures 
has been “spoken of by all the holy proph-
ets since the world was;” and this being 
the case, the dispensation in which we live 
embraces necessarily all that was contained 
in any and all of the other dispensations 
that have existed in all the ages preceding 
ours; and that consequently whatever or-
ganizations, manifestations, revelations or 
communications that have ever come from 
God to the human family in their times 
and dispensations, we may consistently 
expect to be embodied in this one. And, 
therefore, in some respects, as I stated be-
fore, the dispensation or time in which we 
live differs in many particulars from those 
in which God has communicated to man.

We have, for instance, what is called the 
patriarchal dispensation, which existed be-
fore and after the flood. And those patri-
archs and men of God that lived in those 
remote ages had communications with the 
Almighty, and they also had the Gospel. 
And they not only received revelations 
pertaining to their own day and age, but 
also in regard to the future. And hence we 
are told that Adam, three years before his 
death, gathered together a great many of 
his people and the prominent authorities of 
the holy priesthood, and he blessed them, 
and being filled with the Holy Ghost,  
predicted whatsoever should befall his  
posterity unto the latest dispensation,  
including all the leading events that should 
transpire in the different ages of time,  
even until the winding up scene, associated 
with this our earth; embracing those things 
that have been and are to be brought

forth in this the present dispensation. And, 
in fact, this dispensation, we are told, has 
been “spoken of by all the holy prophets 
since the world was.” And, therefore, it 
must of necessity have been associated with 
the teachings of Adam, of Seth, of Enoch, 
of Methuselah, and of Noah, Abraham, 
Moses and many other prominent char-
acters that held communication with the 
Lord, and who had revealed unto them his 
purposes and designs in the days in which 
they lived. Many people listened to the 
principles of truth in their day. Enoch was 
a remarkable man and had a special mis-
sion to the people in his day, and he was 
full of the spirit of prophecy and revelation; 
he also had a Church organization as we 
have to a certain extent, and he preached 
to the people and forewarned them of cer-
tain events that should transpire upon the 
earth. And the wicked were angry with 
them, as they are sometimes with us; they 
did not like their teachings and operations, 
and they conspired against them, and 
great numbers of their enemies assembled 
for the purpose of destroying them. And 
Enoch was clothed upon by the power and 
spirit and revelation of God. And whilst 
under the inspiration of the Almighty he 
uttered his prophecies, and his enemies 
and the people generally trembled at the 
power of his words; and the earth shook, 
and the people fled from his presence afar 
off, and were not able to injure him; for 
God was with him. And Enoch, with the 
united labors of the elders of his day, gath-
ered the people together who hearkened 
to his words and believed the message sent 
to them, in the same manner as you have 
been gathered together. They built up a 
city which was called Zion; and the people 
who inhabited it were under the inspira-
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