THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF TRUTH, ETC.

tion of the Lord for a great number
of years; receiving instruction, guid-
ance and direction from him. And fi-
nally, as wickedness grew and increased,
and as the testimony went forth among
them, the good, the virtuous, the hon-
orable, the pure and those who desired
to fear God and work righteousness as-
sembled themselves together, constitut-
ing the city of Zion; and the others be-
came more corrupt. And Enoch and
his brethren prophesied unto the people
about the calamities that should over-
take them, that the world was to be de-
stroyed by a flood; and there were pro-
visions made for the continuance of the
human family, and it was made known
to Methuselah that his seed should be
the medium through which should be
perpetuated the human family upon the
earth. And Methuselah was so very de-
sirous to have this thing fulfilled that
Noah, his grandson, who was the son
of Lamech, was ordained by Methuselah
when he was ten years old.

The people, we learn, grew to be so
corrupt that "the imaginations of the
thoughts of their hearts were only evil,
and that continually;" and we are told
that it even repented the Lord that he
had made man. But the servants of God
went forth preaching the Gospel of life
and salvation to this wicked people, and
warned them of the destruction that was
coming upon the earth. Before this great
calamity took place Enoch and his city
were translated.

The power of translation was a prin-
ciple that existed in the Church in that
dispensation. There is something very
peculiar in these things. Some people,
who are not in the Church, might ask
me where I got my evidence from. To
the Latter-day Saints I would say, we get
it by revelation. We do not believe that,
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say some. That we cannot help. I am
speaking now to those who do believe so,
to those who are believers in God, and
who are believers in the Bible, the Book
of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants,
and who believe in the revelations which
the Lord has given and in those he con-
tinues to communicate. It is to those peo-
ple I am speaking today on these points.

The Bible does not give us a very ex-
tensive history of these matters; in fact,
it is very, very brief. Referring to that
great man, Enoch, it tells us that he was
not for God took him; and that is all.
This is a very short history for so impor-
tant a subject.

After that the flood came, which was
a terrible calamity, to overtake the in-
habitants of the earth; and they were
swept away according to the prophecy—
cut off from the earth, deprived of life
and existence, and shut up in prison.

After some thousands of years Je-
sus came, associated with another dis-
pensation. And when he appeared on
the earth and had got through with
his ministry, and had suffered in the
flesh and was quickened by the spirit,
"he went and preached to the spirits
in prison" who were, as stated, "some-
time disobedient in the days of Noah."
And hence thousands of people that had
suffered the wrath of God for so long
a time had the opportunity of listening
to the principles of the Gospel in an-
other dispensation that Jesus came to
proclaim. And when he had got through
with his mission on the earth to those
who lived, he went then to preach to
those who had been dead, and I might
properly say were damned for so many
years. And what was the special mis-
sion he had to proclaim? He came
"to preach the gospel to the poor, to



