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open the eyes of the blind, to set at

liberty those that were bound, and to

preach the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God."

That was part of his mission; the whole

of his mission, however, has not yet been

fulfilled. But he came to liberate the

prisoners, which he did in the spirit,

when he got through with his mission on

the earth.

On the back of that Noah steps for-

ward in a prominent position, and he

had his work to perform, which he did

perform, and began to raise up another

seed; and they lived also in what may be

termed a patriarchal dispensation. And

among them were many of his leading

posterity. There was Melchizedek, for in-

stance, who was called the King of Salem

and the Prince of Peace, of whom Paul

makes some curious remarks, among

which was that Christ was a priest for-

ever, after the order of Melchizedek.

If he was, then of course Melchizedek

was a priest after the order of Christ.

And as Christ introduced the Gospel, so

Melchizedek had the Gospel, and had

and held and administered in the same

priesthood that Jesus did. And we

read too, according to some men's ideas,

a very singular thing concerning him,

that "he was without father and mother,

and without beginning of days or end

of years, and abideth a priest continu-

ally." He must be, indeed, a very singu-

lar man, to be without father and with-

out mother and without descent, and yet

that he should be a priest forever. Well,

how is it? You generally understand it;

but I will inform those who do not that

the Apostle Paul referred to the priest-

hood that Melchizedek held, and that

they had what was termed the Aaronic

or Levitical priesthood in their day, that

is, the day in which Saul lived; and that a

man to be a priest had to be a literal

descendant of Aaron and of the tribe of

Levi; and he had to be able to prove

his lineage, tracing his descent back

to the time when this priesthood was

given by Moses in the wilderness. But

the Melchizedek priesthood was differ-

ent from that, it had nothing to do partic-

ularly with either father or mother, it be-

ing without descent, and, therefore, peo-

ple holding it were not altogether depen-

dent upon their father or mother or de-

scent for this authority; but that priest-

hood is an everlasting priesthood, ad-

ministering in time and in eternity. And

this is what Paul referred to by way of

contradistinction to the Aaronic priest-

hood which then existed.

Associated with this priesthood there

were certain powers and privileges.

These Abraham possessed and enjoyed.

Some people think that he was a kind

of a shepherd with very few more ideas

than a mushroom; that he lived in the

dark ages and did not comprehendmuch;

that he was not intelligent and had a

species of what we term nowadays "old

fogyism." But if we examine into his

character and the position he occupied,

and if we understand something about

the principles he promulgated, we shall

find that he was another character en-

tirely. In giving his history he tells

us that "He sought for the blessings of

the Father and the right whereunto he

should be ordained to administer the

same." He further says—"Having been

myself a follower of righteousness, desir-

ing also to be one who possessed great

knowledge, and to be a great follower of

righteousness, and to possess a greater

knowledge, and to be a father of many

nations, a prince of peace; and desir-

ing to receive instructions, and to keep

the commandments of God I became a


