
the manifestations of the Lord had been 
shown, had made a golden calf and were 
worshipping it—about the same as we 
do sometimes, and we profess to be a 
much more enlightened people than they 
were—and they said, “These be thy gods, 
O Israel, which brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt.” On seeing this wickedness 
on the part of his people he became an-
gry, and he threw the tables of stone to 
the ground and broke them. Afterwards 
other stones were prepared and the same 
laws written on them. And the Lord was 
desirous that they as a people should be 
faithful in the observance of his laws, 
that they should be governed by the 
principles of the Gospel which Moses 
taught them. This is a singular idea to 
some people; they think there was no 
Gospel until Jesus came. Well, we can-
not help that, but Paul understood it bet-
ter. He tells us that Moses preached the 
Gospel to them in the wilderness, but 
the word preached did not profit them, 
etc., wherefore the law was added be-
cause of transgression. Added to what? 
To the Gospel. Paul understood this if 
men in this age do not. And Moses did 
himself get into the presence of God, and 
he also led seventy elders who were so 
instructed and prepared that they could 
go into the presence of God to communi-
cate with him; but the people were afraid  
of God, and when the Lord appeared  
to them on Mount Sinai, when they  
heard the thunders and saw the light- 
ning and felt the mountain quake, they 
said to Moses, do not let the Lord speak 
to us any more lest we his people die; but 
do thou speak to us and be mouthpiece. 
They were not prepared to come into the 
presence of the Lord; they were not suffi-
ciently pure, neither did they understand

the laws and principles which God had 
communicated. But they murmured and 
murmured and that continually—the same 
as we do. We see something of the same 
spirit, we are found sometimes murmuring 
against God, or at least against some of the 
revelations he has given unto us, or against 
the priesthood, and in many instances 
without cause. And what had God done 
for them? He brought them out from the 
midst of Egypt, from a state of servitude 
and vassalage, and delivered them from the 
hands of their oppressors, and when the 
Egyptians pursued them, he opened the 
waters of the Red Sea and let them pass 
through in safety; but swallowed up their 
enemies who pursued them. Then when 
they were short of food he supplied them 
with angel’s food, manna. That was all the 
harm he had done to them—just about as 
much as many others who murmur. They 
murmured against God for bringing them 
away, and against Moses for being the in-
strument in doing it. Whereas God was 
trying to fulfill the promises he had made 
with Abraham, their father; and he was 
making use of Moses as his instrument to 
deliver the people from that bondage with 
which they had been oppressed for so long 
a time; but because of their transgressions, 
their wickedness and their rebelliousness, 
the law was added or given unto them, 
which was a law of carnal commandments 
and ordinances, of which a later writer in 
speaking of it says, “neither we nor our fa-
thers were able to bear.”

Well, he placed them in another po-
sition, and gave unto them the Gospel, 
but as they could not endure the greater  
light he gave them a lesser light in the form 
of a law of carnal commandments and  
ordinances. Hence that dispensation is
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