THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF TRUTH, ETC.

there is any way of wickedness in me,
let it depart, and let me be thy true
representative upon the earth and let
me partake of the spirit that dwelleth
in Christ, and live in the enjoyment of
that upon the earth; that when he comes
again I, with my brethren, may meet him
with clean hands and pure hearts." And I
would say to the teachers who go around
to visit their brethren, when you find ill
feeling of any kind, it is your duty to root
it out, and to see that there is no hard-
ness and no contention or strife among
the people who come to participate in
this sacred ordinance.

Well, so far as the gospel is con-
cerned, that dispensation was intro-
duced to the world first by John the Bap-
tist, who was the forerunner of Jesus.
And when the Savior came John knew it,
and on seeing him he exclaimed, "Behold
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the
sin of the world." And when people were
flocking to John to be baptized of him,
Jesus came also as a candidate for bap-
tism. But John told him that he (John)
had need to be baptized of him. But the
Savior told him to suffer it to be so, then
"to fulfil all righteousness." And he was
baptized of him. Well, that dispensa-
tion continued for a long while after, and
it began to decline and disappear; but
there were a great many men in differ-
ent parts who listened to the principles
of the Gospel of the Son of God. But by
and by it began to fade away, both upon
the Asiatic continent and upon this con-
tinent. It was prophesied that it would,
and that there should a certain power
arise who should seek to make war with
the Saints of God and that it should over-
come them; and this power should seek
to change times and seasons and things,
and they should be given into his hands
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until a time and times and the dividing
of a time. These things were fulfilled—
the Church of God fell into darkness and
the priesthood was taken from them, and
they had instead something in the form
of a bogus priesthood and a bogus creed
instead of the true principles which Je-
sus introduced among men. That was
on the continent of Asia. On this conti-
nent they seemed the same pretty much;
but they had an unparalleled scene of
prosperity and joy in the Gospel of the
Son of God after he came; and it grew
and spread and prevailed throughout the
land. And as it was in their love for one
another that no one said that ought he
possessed was his own; but, they had all
things common among them. We are told
of these things more elaborately in some
other places which might be introduced,
but which I do not wish to enter into
now. On this continent they remained
in this condition for two hundred years;
and they dealt justly one with another,
and dwelt together in peace. I wish we
could do that always. By and by they
fell into darkness, and the result was,
as recorded in the Book of Mormon, to
which I again refer you to read and in-
vestigate.

Then what next? Were things to go
on in that way forever? No; the dispen-
sation of the fullness of times has got
to be restored to introduce all that has
been spoken of by all the holy prophets
since the world was. The Apostle John,
when banished to the Isle of Patmos
says that he saw another angel flying
in the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every na-
tion, and kindred, and tongue and peo-
ple. What do you mean? The same
Gospel that Adam had, the same Gospel
that Seth had, the same Gospel that



