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Enoch had, the same Gospel that Noah
had, the same Gospel that Abraham had,
the same Gospel that Jesus had; the
Gospel that brings life and immortality
to light, and that places men in com-
munion with their Heavenly Father—the
everlasting Gospel. And who introduced
it? God himself came to earth with his
son Jesus and manifested himself to the
prophet Joseph, and, pointing to his Son,
said, "This is My Beloved Son in whom
I am well pleased, Hear Him!" Jesus
from that hour was to be his instructor.
What then? Then came Moroni, who had
charge of the records of the people on this
continent, who came and delivered them
to Joseph Smith. What next? Then came
John the Baptist and laid his hands upon
his head and upon the head of Oliver
Cowdery, and said, Upon you my fellow
servants, I lay my hands and confer upon
you the Aaronic priesthood, which shall
never be removed again from the earth
until the sons of Levi shall offer accept-
able sacrifices to the Lord. Why did John
come? Because he held the keys of that
priesthood and was the last that held
them in that dispensation. And then Pe-
ter, James and John came and laid their
hands upon his head and ordained him
to the office of the Melchizedek priest-
hood. Why? Because they had held that
priesthood themselves and they were the
ones that held the keys of that priest-
hood; and when they left, the keys of
that priesthood were taken with them
and they came having it in their charge
to confer it upon Joseph Smith. What
else? Then Eljjah appeared in the Tem-
ple at Kirtland and conferred upon them
the blessings that were spoken of per-
taining to him. "Behold, I will send
you Elijah the prophet before the com-
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ing of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of
the children to the fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse." The
prophet conferred upon him those keys;
and hence we try to do these things.
And people wonder why we are build-
ing our temples. It is that the hearts
of the fathers may be turned to the chil-
dren, and the hearts of the children to
the fathers. And if Jesus saw it nec-
essary after being put to death in the
flesh to go and preach to the spirits in
prison that they might be judged accord-
ing to men in the flesh, it was also neces-
sary that provisions should be made for
men who had died without the Gospel,
without a knowledge of the principles of
eternal truth, that we might be baptized
for them, as the Scriptures say, accord-
ing to the flesh, that they may live ac-
cording to God in the spirit. Why is it
you are so willing to build temples? You
would squeeze your dollar in many other
things, but when it comes to that you say,
"T want to do it." And it is so through-
out Israel. I suppose we have as many as
five hundred men engaged in this work.
And the brethren feel willing to do it.
Why? Because you want to secure cer-
tain blessings for yourselves; and, then,
you want to look after your friends, that
the hearts of the fathers may be turned
to the children, etc. We are operat-
ing upon the earth because we have the
power; and they are operating in the
heavens because they have the power;
and as the Scripture says, they with-
out us cannot be made perfect, neither
we without them. And neither they nor
we could operate in these things unless
those keys had been restored and things
put in the position they are today. Then



