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this spirit, without revelation from the

Most High, it is utterly impossible for

the human family to be saved in the ce-

lestial kingdom of our Father and God.

Perhaps some may think that this is a

very broad statement. They will refer

back to the last sixteen or seventeen cen-

turies, and will say, that our fathers have

not enjoyed the spirit of revelation, dur-

ing that time, and if your statement, Mr.

Pratt, be true, our fathers are not saved

in the celestial kingdom of God. I do not

say that our fathers will all be sent to

an endless hell. I have made no such as-

sertion. I do not say that they will re-

ceive no happiness, no glory, no reward

in the world to come; I have made no

such assertion; but understand my as-

sertion, that if the world have not been

in the possession of divine revelation di-

rectly to themselves, during this long pe-

riod of time, then there have none of

them been saved in the celestial king-

dom of our Father and God. Now I hope

that you have understood me. There is

quite a difference between being saved

in some kingdom, where there is some

glory, some happiness, and being saved

in the kingdom where our Father re-

sides. There is only one way to obtain

this kingdom—the kingdom that is rep-

resented, in its glory, by one of the most

brilliant luminaries that shines in yon-

der heavens, namely, the sun. We are

told by our Savior that those who obey

his commandments shall shine forth as

the sun in the kingdom of our Father.

The Apostle Paul informs us that there

are in the eternal worlds many differ-

ent kinds of glory. In the 15th chap-

ter of his first epistle to the Corinthi-

ans, he says that, "there is one glory of

the sun; and another glory of the moon,

and another glory of the stars; for one

star differeth from another star in glory.

So also is the resurrection of the dead."

They do not all rise to the same glory, nor

to the same happiness, nor to the same

fulness, nor to the same kingdom; but

they arise from their graves, and come

forth—those who are counted worthy of

any kind of glory—to receive that which

they are worthy of, all that they have

lived for, and nothing more.

Our Father who dwells in yonder

heavens, and his Son Jesus Christ, in-

habit the highest degree of glory in eter-

nity. They are possessed of all the full-

ness of glory. They have a fullness of

happiness, a fullness of power, a fullness

of intelligence, light and truth, and they

bear rule over all other kingdoms of in-

ferior glory, of inferior happiness, and of

inferior power. Their glory is like that

of the sun, or at least, the sun being the

most conspicuous body with which we

are immediately acquainted, in regard to

its glory, it is referred to as being typi-

cal of the highest degree of glory in the

heavens. The Gospel is intended to exalt

the children of men to that same degree

of glory, where our Father and where his

Son reside. Hence it is said by our Sav-

ior, just as he was taking leave of his

apostles in ancient times, "Let not your

heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be-

lieve also in me. In my Father's house

are many mansions: if it were not so, I

would have told you. I go to prepare a

place for you. And if I go and prepare a

place for you, I will come again, and re-

ceive you unto myself; that where I am,

there ye may be also." There is a mansion

where he dwells. Where this mansion

is located in the midst of the vast sur-

rounding space, has not been revealed to

us. It may have been revealed in former

ages of the world; but to us, as Latter-day


