THE POWER OF GOD, ETC.

in the same abode, or in the same man-
sions where he resides, let me now say a
few words more in regard to his presence
being everywhere. I cannot, for a moment
suppose, and I do not believe that any
intelligent being who exercises his intelli-
gence, independently of the traditions of
the children of men, can suppose, that a
person can be everywhere present at the
same instant. “But,” inquires one, “when
a good man dies, passes out of this body
of flesh and bones, it is said that he is in
the presence of God. Does this mean that
he has actually gone from his tabernacle,
perhaps millions and millions and unnum-
bered millions of miles, to the abode or
mansion where Jesus is, because he is in the
presence of God?” No; I do not look at it
in this way, I look at it in this light: if this
world in which we dwell had the veil with-
drawn from off its face, and the veil taken
away from our faces, I consider that we
would see the Lord, however far distant he
might be; hence we would be in his pres-
ence; and on the other hand, those who
dwell in his abode, however distant, can
see us; for there is no veil over his face, no
veil over the celestial abode of our Father
and God, and there being no veil over him,
nor over the beings that dwell in his abode,
they can behold the most distant creations,
which they have made. Now, this is my
view. I do not say this is the view of the
Latter-day Saints, but my own individual
views, in regard to these matters. If then
we pass out of these bodies of ours, and the
veil is taken away, we are in his presence,
just as much as we would be if we were
wafted to the mansion where he dwells:
I have no doubt, but what we will be
wafted (if we are worthy) to that mansion,
in due time; but I say, that we are in the
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presence of God, while our spirits are yet
here upon the earth; because the veil is
removed and our eyes can pierce eternity,
and eternal things.

Now, we have some examples of this,
Latter-day Saints: and I sometimes won-
der, when we have such plain examples
as are to be had in this book which I hold
in my hand (the Pearl of Great Price), I
sometimes wonder that people should
be so limited in their ideas and in their
views, concerning the future state of man
(I mean the glorified man), as to suppose
that he will be confined in his vision to
some particular locality, and that he will
be something similar to what we are here
in this mortal life. Now, even mortal
men, before they obtained immortality,
have enjoyed this spirit of seeing things
that were naturally supposed to be ut-
terly impossible. Who that is acquainted
with this book (the Pearl of Great Price)
has not read with great and deep interest,
the words of that great man, Moses, before
he was sent down to Egypt to redeem the
Israelites? Who is there among the readers
of the Latter-day Saints who cannot com-
prehend, in some measure, how the vision
of that man was enlarged, while he was
yet here in a state of mortality? He went
up into the Mount to pray to the Lord.
The veil was removed. The glory of God
rested upon Moses, and great and impor-
tant things were made manifest to him.
All things were not revealed; for he was
incapable of receiving all things while yet
a mortal being. But the Lord saw proper
to reveal some things; and Moses sought
to know some other things, but the Lord
would not grant it and told him that no
man could behold all his works, except
he beheld all his glory; and no man could
behold all his glory and afterwards re-
main in the flesh upon the earth; that is,
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