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I will read a portion of a revela-

tion given through the Prophet Joseph

Smith, previous to the organization of

the Church, dated April, 1829: "Oliver

Cowdery, verily, verily, I say unto you,

that assuredly as the Lord liveth, who

is your God and your Redeemer, even so

surely shall you receive a knowledge of

whatsoever things you shall ask in faith,

with an honest heart, believing that you

shall receive a knowledge concerning the

engravings of old records, which are an-

cient, which contain those parts of my

scripture of which has been spoken by

the manifestation of my Spirit. Yea, be-

hold, I will tell you in your mind and

in your heart, by the Holy Ghost, which

shall come upon you and which shall

dwell in your heart. Now, behold, this is

the spirit of revelation; behold, this is the

spirit by which Moses brought the chil-

dren of Israel through the Red Sea on dry

ground."

The point I wish to call your at-

tention to is contained in the sec-

ond and third verses of this revela-

tion. The Latter-day Saints are in

many respects like other people who are

not Latter-day Saints. We are apt to

entertain views which are not very cor-

rect, and which may be the result of

our traditions and preconceived ideas.

This is a peculiarity that pertains to

mankind generally, that whenever they

deal with the things of God, or speak

about them, or contemplate them, and

especially when they read the predic-

tions made by the servants of God con-

cerning future events, or events that

may transpire right before their eyes,

they are apt to get, sometimes, erroneous

ideas, or, at least, exaggerated ideas, in

relation to them. The prophets have fore-

told the events that should take place

in connection with this work. There is

one prophecy that comes to my mind,

recorded by Isaiah and Micah, respect-

ing the building of the house of God in

the top of the mountains and the gath-

ering of the people there, and the ob-

ject for which they should gather, that

they should come up and be taught of the

Lord, etc. Now it might be supposed that

when that prediction would be fulfilled it

would be so prominent and remarkable

in the midst of the nations of the earth,


