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that all the inhabitants thereof who

should witness it would say, "This is the

fulfillment of the predictions of Isaiah

and Micah." And it might be thought

that all the inhabitants of the earth who

witnessed it would be convinced of the

truth of it, and would say, "We have no

further opposition to this work, because

we behold the fulfillment of the predic-

tions of those holy prophets whom we

have been taught to regard, and whose

writings we have read as authority from

God.

And, doubtless, there are many of

the Latter-day Saints who have thought,

in the early days of their experience

in this Church, when they have heard

the elders predict concerning the great

events that should take place in connec-

tion with this work—they have thought

and felt in their hearts that when the

wicked and those who oppose this work

should see the fulfillment of these pre-

dictions they would be constrained to

acknowledge that this is the work of

God, and would cease from hostility

and opposition, and would say they had

been mistaken. For instance, the elders

in the early days of this Church, pre-

dicted concerning calamities and wars

and troubles of various kinds that would

come upon the inhabitants of the earth.

There was a revelation given to the

Prophet Joseph Smith, in December,

1832, concerning the war that should

take place between the Southern States

and the Northern States. This was

a definite prediction, stating the exact

point where a certain trouble or rebel-

lion or division in the nation should

take place. Most of us who have been

brought up in the Church knew about

this revelation from early days. It has

been published so that all the mem-

bers of the Church, and the world also,

could have it, and it was but reason-

able to expect that so definite a prophecy

as this, which stated the exact character

of the difficulty that should take place

between the south and the north, and

that also stated with such definiteness

the exact point where the division should

occur—I say it was but reasonable to ex-

pect that when it should be fulfilled, it

would have the effect of convincing un-

believers of the truth of the mission of

Joseph Smith, and that he really was a

man inspired of the Lord to speak the

word of God to the people.

In 1860, Brothers Orson Pratt, Eras-

tus Snow, myself, and others, were going

on missions, and we arrived at Omaha in

the month of November of that year. A

deputation of the leading citizens of that

city came to our camp and tendered to

us the use of the Court House, as they

wished to hear our principles. The in-

vitation was accepted, and Elder Pratt

preached to them. During the service,

there was read the revelation to which

I have referred—the revelation concern-

ing the division between the South and

the North. The reason probably, for read-

ing it was that when we reached Omaha,

the news came that trouble was already

brewing, and several States were threat-

ening to secede from the Union. Its read-

ing made considerable impression upon

the people. A good many had never

heard of it before, and quite a number

were struck with the remarkable char-

acter of the prophecy. It might have

been expected, naturally speaking and

looking at it as men naturally do, that

the reading of such a revelation, at such

a time, when the crisis was approach-

ing, would have had the effect to direct

men's attention to it, and they would

be led to investigate its truth and the

doctrines of the Church and the found-


