
dation we had for our belief. But if there 
were any converted in that audience I am 
not aware of it. Good seed was sown, but 
we did not remain to see what effect it 
produced. The revelation being so remark-
able, and the events then transpiring being 
so corroborative of its truth, one might 
naturally think, as there were present on 
that occasion the leading and thinking 
portion of that community, that a great 
number would have been impressed with 
the probability of its truth, and would have 
investigated and joined the Church. You 
doubtless remember it was for a good while 
doubtful whether the rebellion should 
commence at South Carolina or not. I was 
in England at the time, and was engaged 
in publishing the Millennial Star, and took 
a great deal of notice of the American pa-
pers, and I well remember that to all hu-
man appearances it seemed for a while as 
though the trouble would break out at Fort 
Pickens, Florida. But the word of God 
had been spoken concerning that event, 
and consequently it had to be fulfilled as 
predicted, and the war did commence at 
South Carolina. It was fulfilled, as you all 
know, to the very letter, Fort Sumter being 
the place where the rebellion broke out.

Now, I allude to that, in connection 
with this subject, to show you that not 
only is the world mistaken in its views 
respecting the fulfillment of the predic-
tions of the prophets, but even Latter-day 
Saints have doubtless, in many instances, 
entertained erroneous views respecting 
the fulfillment of revelation and prophe-
cies of the Bible. I have no doubt there 
are many here tonight, who have had 
some experience in this, and can look 
back at times in their own lives, when 
they have thought: “Surely when these 
things which the prophets have foretold

are brought to pass, the people will be con-
vinced. My friends who now ridicule me 
will then be convinced, and they will be 
forced to confess that I did right in em-
bracing the Gospel.”

No doubt there are some in this audi-
ence tonight who have had these ideas, and 
certainly there are good reasons for enter-
taining them. But experience has taught us 
that, while there may be a few who, when 
they have seen the predictions fulfilled, 
have acknowledged that our course is right, 
in the majority of cases throughout the 
earth where the Gospel has been preached, 
the fulfillment of the predictions of the 
prophets has not had the effect to convince 
the people of the truth of the ministry God 
has given unto us.

Even with this experience in the past, 
the Latter-day Saints themselves are not 
entirely divested of extravagant views 
respecting the effects which are likely 
to follow the fulfillment of predictions 
yet in the future. Are we not all inclined 
to look forward to many events which 
have been predicted by the servants of 
God as being of so great and wonderful, 
and I may say so supernatural a charac-
ter, that when they shall be fulfilled they 
will even startle us, who believe they are 
coming, and will compel the unbelieving 
inhabitants of the earth to accept them as 
evidences of the truth? In our thoughts 
this seems to be the natural tendency. I  
notice it in myself; I notice it in others. 
When we read respecting the great events 
which are to take place in connection  
with this work, as predicted in the Book  
of Doctrine and Covenants, are we not  
inclined to think that, surely, when these 
things shall come to pass all the earth,  
as well as ourselves, will be constrained  
to acknowledge this to be the work of  
God, and these events to be indeed those
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