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some members of the Church who have

appeared to think that there has been

some power lacking, and have mani-

fested a feeling of restlessness, antici-

pating the rising of someone who should

have greater authority than at present

exists. While I would not wish to de-

tract from the reasonable expectations of

my brethren and sisters upon this or any

other point, my view is that the apostle-

ship, now held in this Church, embodies

all the authority bestowed by the Lord

upon man in the flesh. Yet I believe

that the power of God will be increased

among us, that we will have manifes-

tations of his power such as we never

have before witnessed. For the day of

God's power in the redemption of Zion

will come. But I do not expect that to

come upon us all of a sudden. I ex-

pect that it will be the natural result of

the natural growth of the people in the

things of God. I expect that we will go on

step by step from one degree of knowl-

edge, and of power, and of faith to an-

other, until we shall be prepared to re-

ceive all the Lord has in store for us

and be prepared to enter into that glory

promised to the faithful Saints. The

Lord has given unto his people and to his

church every gift and every qualification

and every key which is necessary to lead

this people into the celestial kingdom of

our father and our God. There is noth-

ing wanting. When the Lord restored

the Apostleship to the earth he restored

all the power that was possible for a hu-

man being to hold in the flesh. When he

restored the keys of the holy priesthood

unto his servant Joseph, when he gave

unto him the sealing powers, when he

gave unto him the endowments and the

keys of the holy priesthood associated

therewith, when the Prophet Joseph re-

ceived the keys from Elijah, and from all

the prophets that had existed upon the

earth from the beginning down—each

one, as he says himself in one of his

epistles—each one in his dispensation

coming forward and bestowing upon him

the authority pertaining thereto, there

was embodied in him all the priesthood

they held, and he bestowed upon his fel-

low Apostles all the priesthood he ex-

ercised and all the power and author-

ity bestowed upon mortal man to exer-

cise here upon the earth, so far as the

present is concerned; that is, all the keys

of the priesthood and everything that is

necessary in this preparatory state, and

to make man a fit subject for the ce-

lestial kingdom of God. By the com-

mand of the Lord he conferred that au-

thority upon his fellow servants to bind

upon earth and it should be bound in

heaven, to seal the children to the fa-

ther and the mother, and to seal the

wife to the husband, and to weld all

the links necessary in order to complete

the salvation of all the children of men

from the days of Adam down to our day,

and also to prepare men and women

for the future that lies before us, the

millennium to which we are all hasten-

ing. Who can conceive of any power

that was lacking? Who had power to

promise unto man that they should be

kings and priests unto God? And in

addition to that, who had the power to

seal upon them the actual kingly and

priestly dignity and confirm upon them

the fulness of it, and also to give them

promises respecting the Godhead that

should be fulfilled upon them, and if

faithful, to come forth in the morning of

the first resurrection? Now, there was

nothing lacking, and there was no power,

there was no gift, there was no author-

ity, there were no keys lacking, and these

keys have been handed down through


