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him. Others may have claimed to have
had them. We have had Strang, John
E. Page, William Smith, Gladden Bishop,
and a host of others; each has claimed
to have received that authority, either
through Joseph Smith or from some
other source. Some have claimed that
Joseph was a fallen prophet; and some
have set up one claim and some another.
But the fact remains that the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, as it is
organized in these mountains, has had
the apostleship; that the men who have
stood at our head, President Young and
the Twelve Apostles, whose President at
the death of the Prophet Joseph he was,
actually received under the hands of the
Prophet Joseph, every key, and power,
and authority that he himself possessed,
and that they actually did take hold
and complete the temple he started, and
endowed their fellow servants therein
with the same authority and the same
priestly and kingly dignity that they had
received from under his hands. And from
that time to the present this work has
gone forth with might and power, and
the power of God has attended the labors
of his servants who have been sent forth
by these apostles, chosen by revelation
to take charge of this work; everything
they have done, God has blessed. They
have gathered the people together, they
have led the people, they have been
delivered by the mighty power of God
when it seemed that they would be over-
whelmed by opposing influences. They
have gathered the people together from
the nations of the earth in fulfillment
of the predictions of the holy prophets.
Not only that, but they have laid the
foundations of temples here; one tem-
ple, at least, has been completed, while
three others are in process of erection,
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which we hope will soon be completed,
into which buildings the Saints of God
can enter and receive their endowments,
receive their washings and anointings
and sealings and ordinances, and have
the keys of the holy priesthood bestowed
upon them, which they can exercise in
the right way for the building up of the
work of God. And this is the work of God,
although men may say there has been
no supernatural manifestation of power,
such as some suppose ought to attend his
work. This work has gone forth with a
rapidity and impetus that has been ir-
resistible, and there is no power able to
stand against it. It has gone forward to
the fulfillment of all that has been spo-
ken thus far concerning it, that is as
far as we have gone. And the people
have received the Holy Ghost, they have
been filled with it, they have been filled
with the spirit of revelation. The same
spirit of revelation that Moses had, con-
cerning which God speaks through the
Prophet Joseph Smith, has rested upon
men that have held the keys of this king-
dom, whether it was during President
Young's life or at the present time—that
same spirit of revelation rests upon him
who holds the presidency as senior apos-
tle in the midst of the people of God. The
apostles of this Church have all the au-
thority, they have all the keys, and it
is within the purview of their office and
calling to have all the spirit of revela-
tion necessary to lead this people into
the presence of the Lamb in the celestial
kingdom of our God.

I have desired to say this much,
because I have felt at times there
was a feeling among some people
that there was not that manifesta-
tion of power, neither was there that
authority wielded by the men who
preside over this Church and king-



