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say so, whom he hath redeemed from

the hand of the enemy." Now notice

the gathering—"And gathered them out

of the lands, from the east, and from

the west, from the north, and from the

south." It seems to be a gathering from

the four points of the compass, out of all

lands. You might inquire if the prophets

have said anything special in relation

to the country where these Saints, or

people of God are to be gathered. Let

us read the next verse. After gather-

ing them out of the different countries

and lands, from the east, west, north

and south, the Psalmist says, "They wan-

dered in a wilderness in a solitary way;

they found no city to dwell in. Hungry

and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.

Then they cried unto the Lord in their

trouble, and he delivered them out of

their distresses. And he led them forth

by the right way," etc. Now this can-

not refer to any former dispensation of

gathering. When the children of Israel

in ancient days were collected together

as a body, they were not taken from the

east, west, north and south, but they

were taken from one little country—the

land of Goshen in Egypt. From there this

handful of people, about twenty-five hun-

dred thousand were taken, and in the

course of time were permitted to inhabit

the land of Canaan. But this gathering

that is here spoken of informs us that

they are to be gathered out of all lands.

Who? The redeemed of the Lord—people

who have heard the message of redemp-

tion, obeyed the ordinances of redemp-

tion, received the Gospel of redemption,

and were the people of God, the peo-

ple of Christ; they were the ones that

were to wander in the wilderness, af-

ter they were thus gathered, and that

wilderness would be a solitary way. Now,

in gathering from Egypt to the land of

Canaan, they wandered, it is true, in a

small wilderness, on the east side of the

Red Sea, but instead of bringing them

forth where there was no city or habi-

tation, he brought them forth to large

and populous cities. The first city that

they came to, after crossing from the

east side of Jordan to the land on the

west side, was the great city of Jeri-

cho, which the Lord delivered into their

hands; and then there were numerous

other cities that are mentioned in the

Book of Joshua, which were delivered

into the hands of the people. The chil-

dren of Israel gathered out of one land;

but this latter-day gathering was to be a

people called "the redeemed of the Lord;"

they were to go into a wilderness country.

They were called, in many parts of the

Scripture writings, "the people of Zion,"

and "the Zion of the latter days." The

Lord calls them by this special name in

the 51st chapter of Isaiah, and these are

the words that are used: "For the Lord

shall comfort Zion; he will comfort all

her waste places; and he will make her

wilderness like Eden, and her desert like

the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness

shall be found therein, thanksgiving and

the voice of melody."

When I was a boy. I was inclined

to attend very frequently the meetings

that were held by the different de-

nominations in the State of New York,

my native State. I often heard this

prophecy of Isaiah sung, by those who

were singing anthems of praise to the

Lord, "The Lord shall comfort Zion," etc.,

but little did I know, in my boyhood or

youth, what was meant by these pre-

dictions of Isaiah. It seems that the

people of Zion are to be gathered out

from all lands, from every nation un-

der heaven, from the four points of the

compass, and are to be brought into


