THE GATHERING OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

even they could not prevail against so
large and mighty an army. But we no-
ticed, that when they had apparently
filled themselves with these crickets,
they would go and vomit them up, and
again go to work and fill themselves, and
so they continued to do, until the land
was cleared of crickets, and our crops
were saved. There are those who will say
that this was one of the natural courses
of events, that there was no miracle in it.
Let that be as it may, we esteemed it as
a blessing from the hand of God; miracle
or no miracle, we believe that God had a
hand in it, and it does not matter partic-
ularly whether strangers believe or not.
We found no city here to dwell in.
What did we do? Went to work and be-
gan to build a great city. This also was
foretold in this same Psalm, "He tur-
neth rivers into a wilderness, and the
watersprings into dry ground; A fruit-
ful land into barrenness, for the wicked-
ness of them that dwell therein. He tur-
neth the wilderness into a standing wa-
ter, and dry ground into watersprings."
We found that when we came and be-
gan to irrigate the land, and the rains
began to descend from the heavens, the
earth began to take on a fresh appear-
ance, and the dry ground became like
water springs. "And there he maketh
the hungry to dwell, that they may pre-
pare a city for habitation." Now when the
Israelites went into Canaan they found
cities already prepared, but we had to
prepare our own city, "And sow the fields,
and plant vineyards, which may yield
fruits of increase. He blesseth them also,
so that they are multiplied greatly; and
suffereth not their cattle to decrease."
Now, the Latter-day Saints who have
been here, since the arrival of the first
companies in the year 1847, can rea-
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lize how much the Lord has multiplied
this people. We are as it were overrun
with children. If strangers will take the
opportunity of going to some of our old-
est towns, and through our various set-
tlements, they will find vast numbers of
children, perhaps more children in our
country than in any other country in the
United States of the same population.
This is very clearly spoken of here, "He
blessed them also, so that they are mul-
tiplied greatly; and suffereth not their
cattle to decrease." Again he says, in
the 41st verse, "Yet setteth he the poor
on high from affliction, and maketh him
families like a flock." Those that are ac-
quainted with some of our poor men, and
when they go and look at one man's fam-
ily; for this is in the singular number—
"he maketh him families like a flock"—
when we see one man's family like a
flock, we may know the Lord has fulfilled
this prophecy in regard to the gathering
of the Saints in the latter days. "The
righteous shall see it, and rejoice: and
all iniquity shall stop her mouth." The
latter part of the sentence is not yet ful-
filled, but the fore part is fulfilled; the
righteous hath seen these "families like
a flock," and the people greatly multi-
plied upon the face of the land. "Whoso is
wise, and will observe these things, even
they shall understand the lovingkind-
ness of the Lord." That is, they are the
children of the light. They can see that
the Lord our God is fulfilling that which
he had purposed to fulfil, when the day
for the gathering of his Saints should
commence. They can see that that
which has occurred corresponds with
that which was predicted. Again, they
can see how the righteous prosper and
flourish; how their cattle increase, and
how the Lord has made this wilderness,



