THE GATHERING OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

they failed to be prepared for the com-
ing of the Savior. Therefore they were
bound, as it were, hand and foot, and de-
livered over to the wicked world, to suf-
fer the same punishment as those that
would not receive the truth, and perhaps
even greater.

There is another parable concerning
this gathering dispensation. You recol-
lect the Savior, in speaking of the end
of the wicked world, in a parable, calls
it a time of harvest. Before the time of
harvest, there seemed to be a gathering
together, and by and by, after this gath-
ering, the tares were plucked out from
among the wheat, and cast out in bun-
dles, ready to be burned; but those that
were not tares, those that were really
wheat, were the ones that were prepared
to enter in and partake of the blessing of
the Lord. This was spoken, not concern-
ing the former dispensation, but that
dispensation immediately preceding the
end of the world.

In another very plain parable, con-
cerning the gathering in the last days,
the kingdom of heaven is compared—
that is the kingdom which should exist
in the last days—to a net that should be
cast into the sea, and gather of all kinds,
both good and bad. They are brought
up to the shore, not left in their native
ocean or native waters, but brought up
to the shore. The bad are cast away, and
the good were cast into the vessels. Now,
this had reference also to the end of the
world. This had reference to the great
and last dispensation, when the servants
of God will go forth, being commissioned
of the Lord of Hosts to gather out his
Saints, those that have made a covenant
with him by sacrifice, and in the gather-
ing out of these Saints from all the lands
of the earth, and from the four quarters
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thereof, they will gather up a great many
that are not good, that will not stand the
test; but the bad will be cast out, those
who have not on the wedding garment,
they will be cast away, and bound hand
and foot, as it were, until the end shall
come, that is, the final judgment, which
will be more than a thousand years after
the time of the coming of the Savior.
This same great gathering is charac-
terized also by Daniel, as a stone cut out
of the mountain without hands. This
stone is represented as a kingdom, and
its location is represented as a moun-
tain, showing that there is to be a king-
dom of God set up in the last days by
the gathering together of his people in
an elevated region of country, called a
mountain. By and by that stone will
roll forth, until the kingdoms of this
world are broken in pieces, and as the
Prophet Daniel said, the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but shall
stand forever; all those other earthly
kingdoms, that Nebuchadnezzar saw in
his dream, will vanish away, like a night
vision, or, in other words, become "like
the chaff of the summer threshing floors;
and the wind carried them away, and
no place was found for them." There are
many politicians that are trying to fore-
tell the future. They speak of what
this government, and that government,
and the other government will be, sev-
eral hundred years hence, or perhaps
in ages hence, as though they could see
and understand, naturally, the condition
of the various governments and king-
doms of the earth, for a long time to
come; but Daniel, who was filled with
the Spirit of the living God, saw that
all these earthly governments—with the
setting up of which God had nothing to
do particularly, that is, their founders
were neither prophets nor revelators



