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our shoulders. Joseph Smith had,

Brigham Young had, the Twelve Apos-

tles have, we all have, and we will be

condemned if we do not fulfill it. We

shall find it out when we get to the other

side of the veil. It is through this ne-

glect of duty that so many have left this

Church and kingdom of God. There is

hardly a tithe of the people who have

been baptized in water for the remis-

sion of sins that have died in the faith.

In the United States there are tens of

thousands of apostate Mormons. Many

a time in my reflections I have wished I

could fully comprehend the responsibil-

ity I am under to God, and the respon-

sibility every man is under who bears

the priesthood in this generation. But

I tell you, brethren, I think our hearts

are set too much upon the things of this

world. We do not appreciate, as men

bearing the holy priesthood in this gen-

eration should, the mighty responsibility

we are under to God and high heaven, as

well as to the earth. I think we are too

far from the Lord. I do not think we live

our religion as we ought to. I do not think

our hearts are set upon building up this

kingdom as they should be as Latter-day

Saints. Now, do not think I am your en-

emy because I tell you these things. I feel

we have an important work to perform,

and others will continue the work when

we have passed away. I look around and

view the work of time. I look around

and find that eight of the Twelve Apos-

tles have passed into the world of spirits

since we came into this valley; I expect

to go there myself, I expect my brethren

will; we shall all go there before many

years are over. I do not look for anything

else; and I will say that for the last year

or two in my reflections I have felt that I

have no other business on this earth but

to try to build up this kingdom. I do

not feel that I am justified in settling

my heart upon the things of this world

to the neglect of any duty that God re-

quires at my hands. And another thing,

when I look at this generation, when I

think of over twelve hundred millions of

people who dwell in the flesh, many of

them ripening for the judgments of God,

a generation that is ready to receive the

wrath of God upon their heads—when I

consider these things, I know that if I ne-

glect to bear my testimony before them,

if I neglect to bear my testimony to this

generation when I have an opportunity, I

shall feel sorry for it when I go into the

spirit world.

That is the way I feel with regard to

this work. God requires that we bear

record of it to this generation; and when

I think of the extent of this generation,

the greatness of it, when I consider that

this is a generation and dispensation

when God has set his hand to establish

a kingdom, the great and last kingdom,

and the only kingdom that the Lord ever

did establish in any age of the world, to

remain on the earth through the millen-

nium, when I think of these things I can

realize the greatness of this work. The

Lord never had prophets in any age of

the world who could stand in the flesh

and live, and build up the kingdom of

God. The world has always made war

upon them and destroyed them, with the

exception of Enoch who was taken up to

heaven with his city. Now, if we could re-

alize that we have the kingdom of God

upon the earth today, with the promise

of God our Father, that it will stay upon

the earth until the coming of the Son of

Man—if we could realize this and realize

our responsibility, it seems to me that we

would all have a desire to magnify our

calling.


