
As I was going to say, with a generation 
like this, with the nations of the earth as 
they are today, having the power to build 
up the kingdom of God to stay here, hav-
ing the power to rear temples to the Most 
High God, against the wrath and indigna-
tion of a thousand million people—I say, 
having this power, and being sustained by 
the Lord, we certainly ought to be willing 
to do our part of the work. We have borne 
testimony—I have, my brethren have, the 
elders of Israel have—to this generation for 
many years. We have borne testimony of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, of the Book of 
Mormon and of the prophets of God who 
have been raised in this our own time, and 
those testimonies will rise up in judgment 
against this generation and will condemn 
those who reject them.

This kingdom is in our hands to bear it 
off. The God of heaven is with us. He has 
sustained us. He turns away the wrath of 
man. He binds the hands of our enemies 
and breaks every weapon that is formed 
against Zion. He has established his people 
in these valleys of the mountains.

I would say to bishops, and to all men 
in authority, we should have an interest in 
carrying on this work. We should labor to 
get the Spirit of God. It is our right, our 
privilege, and our duty to call upon the 
Lord, that the vision of our mind may be 
opened, so that we may see and understand 
the day and age in which we are living. It is 
your privilege, and mine too, to know the 
mind and will of the Lord concerning our 
duties, and if we fail to seek after this, we 
neglect to magnify our calling.

As Brother Taylor has said, here  
we are at headquarters.  We are an  
ensample for all the other Stakes to  
look  a t .  We should  not  cons ider

anything we are called to perform a labor. 
Anything we are called upon to do we 
should do with a will. I look back to the 
days of our early missions. Brother Taylor, 
Brother Brigham, myself and others, had 
to go our ways sick with fever, ague, and 
the power of death surrounding us; had to 
leave our wives and children without food, 
without raiment, and go without purse 
and scrip to preach the Gospel. We were 
commanded of God to do it, and if we had 
not done it we should not have been here 
today. But having done these things, God 
has blessed us. He has sustained the faith-
ful elders of this Church and kingdom, 
and he will continue to do so until we get 
through.

I wanted to express my feelings in rela-
tion to these matters. I reflect upon our po-
sition. I realize that we have a testimony to 
bear, and that we shall be held responsible 
for the manner in which we perform our 
duties. As apostles, seventies, elders, priests, 
etc., we are accountable to the Most High 
God. If we do our duty, then our skirts will 
be clean. We are watchmen upon the walls 
of Zion. It is our duty to warn the inhab-
itants of the earth of the things that are 
to come, and if they reject our testimony, 
then their blood will be upon their own 
heads. When the judgments of God over-
take the wicked they cannot say they have 
not been warned. My garments, and the 
garments of thousands of others, are clean 
of the people of this generation, as also  
the garments of Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young, and those of the elders of Israel 
who have died in the faith. We have borne 
our testimony, and when the judgments 
of God come, men cannot say they have 
not been warned. I consider our position  
before this generation is of vast im-
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