
portance to us and them. I do not want, 
when I go into the spirit world, to have 
this generation rise up and condemn me, 
and say I have not done my duty.

There never was a generation like 
this. There has never been a people like  
this. There has never been a work like this 
since God made the world. True, there 
have been men who have preached the 
Gospel; but in the fulness of times the 
Lord has set his hand to establish his king-
dom. This is the last dispensation. He has 
raised up men and women to carry on his 
work, and as I have often said, many of us 
have been held in the spirit world from 
the organization of this world, until the 
generation in which we live. Our lives 
have been hid with Christ in God, and 
the devil has sought to kill us from the 
day we were born until the present hour. 
But the Lord has preserved us. He has 
given us the priesthood, he has given us 
the kingdom and the keys thereof. Shall 
we disappoint our heavenly Father? Shall 
we disappoint the ancient prophets and 
apostles who looked forward to this day? 
Shall we disappoint Joseph Smith, and 
those brethren who have gone before, 
who laid the foundation of this work 
and left us to labor after them? Brethren,  
for God’s sake do not let us set our hearts 
on the things of this world to the neglect 
of the things of eternal life. Do not let 
the bishops feel it is a hard matter to 
carry out any of the counsels given by 
those who are called to direct all these 
things. Bless your souls, if you lived here 
in the flesh a thousand years, as long as 
Father Adam, and lived and labored all 
your life in poverty, and when you got 
through, if, by your acts, you could se-
cure your wives and children in the 
morning of the first resurrection, to dwell

with you in the presence of God, that one 
thing would amply pay you for the labors 
of a thousand years. What is anything we 
can do or suffer, to be compared with the 
multiplicity of kingdoms, thrones and 
principalities that God has revealed to us?

Well, we have got the kingdom, and we 
must bear it off. It won’t pay you nor me 
to apostatize. But then there is this danger, 
you know. Brother Joseph used to counsel 
us in this wise: “The moment you permit 
yourselves to lay aside any duty that God 
calls you to perform, to gratify your own 
desires; the moment you permit yourselves 
to become careless, you lay a foundation 
for apostasy. Be careful; understand you are 
called to a work, and when God requires 
you to do that work, do it.” Another thing 
he said: “In all your trials, tribulations and 
sickness, in all your sufferings, even unto 
death, be careful you don’t betray God, be 
careful you don’t betray the priesthood, be 
careful you don’t apostatize; because if you 
do, you will be sorry for it.” We received 
a great deal of that kind of counsel, and I 
have remembered it from that day until the 
present.

But I do not wish to detain you. I felt to 
back up the testimony Brother Taylor has 
given. I take it to myself. I can make noth-
ing by neglecting any duty. I have never 
committed a sin in this Church and king-
dom, but what it has cost me a thousand 
times more than it was worth. We cannot 
sin with impunity; we cannot neglect any 
counsel with impunity, but what it will 
bring sorrow; and the only safe way is to 
round up our shoulders and do our duty, 
and thus bear off the kingdom. None of us 
have a long time to stay here. When I look 
around and reflect upon my brethren that
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